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Destruction of Aldermaston House by Fire.

Information  was  received  in  Reading  at  an  early  hour  on  Saturday 
morning that the ancient mansion of W. Congreve, Esq., was crumbling 
into ashes; it appears that between four and five o’ clock a fire broke out 
near  the  drawing  room,  which  happily  was  almost  immediately 
discovered by the inmates of the house, though not until the flames had 
become so violent  as to render their  suppression,  by them, a hopeless 
task.  At about five o’ clock the fire was seen by some labourers, near 
Jack’s Booth, and in a few minutes a great number of persons had reached 
the  spot;  messengers  were  despatched  without  delay  for  the  parish 
engines, and shortly after eight o’ clock two had arrived from Reading. 
They were speedily brought to play upon the burning timbers, but we are 
sorry to say with little or no effect.  Before the flames,  however, had 
extended beyond the room in which they originated, most of the furniture 
and plate were, by great perseverance and exertion,  removed from the 
other parts of the mansion, although it is feared some valuable property 
was still left to be consumed with the magnificent apartments to which it 
belonged.  At seven o’ clock the scene was one of the most terrific and 
imposing  character  ever  witnessed  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  whole 
building being apparently enveloped in one vast sheet of flame, which 
was distinctly seen at Newbury, and many miles round; at about this time 
the roof fell in with a tremendous crash, literally smothering the fire for a 
few minutes; and, at the moment our informant left, the beautiful stack of 
chimneys  in  the  centre,  so  remarkable  for  their  rich  ornamental 
workmanship, was hourly expected to give way.  By nine o’ clock the 
flames were in some measure subdued by the continual playing of the 
four engines at work on the spot, but the leading rooms, the hall, and by 
far  the  greater  part  of  the  building,  had  been  totally  destroyed.   We 
understand also that the fire was discovered by a female domestic, in an 
attic over the ladies drawing-room, in which it is supposed, the spark of a 
candle  had  ignited  a  portion  of  the  furniture.   The  worthy and much 
respected proprietor of the mansion, W.Congreve, Esq., is, we are happy 
to hear , as well as can be expected, after the awful calamity which has so 
suddenly disturbed the comfort and quietude of his advanced age.
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