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12) Captain Francis MOUNT 
(St Nicolas’s Wasing) 
 
Kia 13/10/15, Age 43 
5th Bn Royal Berkshire Regiment 
 

 
 
Awarded: 1914-15 Star 
  British War Medal 
  Victory Medal 
 
Date arrived in theatre of war: France, 30/5/1915 
 
 Capt Mount and the 5th Royal Berkshire left Folkestone and arrived at Boulogne on 
3/5/1915. As an officer, Capt. Mount would be expected to be at least a Platoon commander 
in charge of four sections, approximately 40 men in total. In Battalion war diaries of the 
period, the actions of officers are usually well documented. Sadly this is not the case for the 
early part of the war diary of the 5th Royal Berkshire and he receives no specific mention. 
 
 The 5th Royal Berkshire received their instruction in trench warfare to the south of 
Ypres in Ploegsteert (‘Plugstreet’) Wood, through the summer regularly interleaving tours of 
duty in the front line here with the 7th Norfolk. Despite being a ‘quiet sector’, the 5th Royal 
Berkshire took a steady stream of casualties both from enemy shellfire and snipers. 
 
 The start of the Battle of Loos on September 25th 1915 still saw the 5th Royal 
Berkshire south of Ypres, though they staged a ‘demonstration’ that day along with a majority 
of British units in the Front line to give the Germans the impression that the attack at Loos 
could be extended at any time over a wider area. However, on 30/9/15, the 5 Royal Berkshire 
set off to take their part in the Battle of Loos. 
 
 From 1-5/10/15 The 5th Royal Berkshire were employed in the Support and Front 
Lines at work parties digging new trenches and carrying stores. After the initial onslaught, the 
battle itself had died down, though casualties were still running at approximately ten per day 
to the battalion. On 6/10/15, they were withdrawn from the line to Noyelles to make 
preparations to take a more active part in the battle and be ready to move forwards at short 
notice if required. Orders finally came on 12/10/15 and the 5th Royal Berkshire moved up 
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once more to the support trenches. The following day the battalion would the part in their first 
action, in the area of the ‘Quarries’ in front of the village of Hulluch. The raid would essentially 
be in support of the 7th Norfolks. Smoke would be used to screen the advance and attacking 
parties would be required to wear smoke hoods. This would be to no avail as the smoke 
proved to be inadequate to shield them from the ready and alert German machine gunners. 
 
 The 5th Royal Berkshire’s War diary provides an extensive and detailed account of 
this action. This is recounted as both a tribute to these men and indeed Captain Francis 
Mount who was to lose his life in this action: 
 
13th October 1915 
 
10am: Greatcoats and caps were stacked in dugouts. The men put on their Smoke Helmets. 
 
12.30pm: Head Quarters moved up to the Firing Line and on arrival there about 2.20pm with 
one Company in the line…as per Brigade order no.8, I met O[fficer] C[ommanding] 7th 
Norfolks who told me that the majority of his 3 Coys he had sent forward to the attack had 
become casualties but that some had reached their objective, the trench in front of the 
Quarries and were urgently in need of reinforcements. I at once dispatched A Company 5th  
Royal Berks under Major Bayley to re-inforce. This company met with a very severe machine-
gun fire from the trenches that the OC Norfolks was under the impression that his men held, 
hardly getting half way. It was perfectly obvious that the OC Norfolks was mistaken and that 
the trench was still strongly held by the Germans. As the Brigadier gave me a free hand in the 
matter, I did not deem it advisable to continue the attack… 
 

 
 

Sketch Map of the trenches involved from the 5th Royal Berkshire War Diary 
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Trench Map clearly showing the position of the trenches at the ‘Quarries’ 
 
Bombing attack made by 5th Royal Berks. 
 
The attack was made by five parties of eight men drawn from each Coy of the Bn, 1 Sergt and 
1 Corp under Lt Pollard B Coy…followed by the parties from D, A and C Coys. Mr Pollard had 
arranged to station himself in the centre of the detachment by finding that the way thro’ to the 
German trench had not, as arranged, been cleared by the Trench Mortar fire – he took charge 
of the leading party. 
 
Our barricade was built of sandbags to a height of about 7ft, the bayonet men of B Coy partly 
went over first followed by Lt Pollard carrying bombs. A machine gun opened fire from the 
right, Lt Pollard was hit in the face whilst on the barricade where two other men were also 
wounded. On the further side of the barricade was some French wire with strands of barbed 
wire through it. The only cover from fire was some earth about 18 inches high – so that it was 
necessary to crawl through the wire on the stomach – two men who raised themselves on 
their hands and knees being immediately hit. The men discarded their equipment and crawled 
thro’ pushing their bombs ahead. Lt Pollard bombed the German trench which was loopholed 
and surmounted the stiff wire and followed by B & D Coys parties, scrambled over and 
bombed thro’ several traverses. The A & C Coy parties passed up their bombs and were 
following over the German barricade when Lt Redford of C Coy observing that no one was 
following and hearing urgent calls for more bombs returned with the three men behind him 
and shouted for bombs which they passed along as they came over the barricade. 
 
By this time the advance had been checked owing to shortage of bonbs. Pte Mansell, the 
leading bayonet man, had been wounded but carried on firing steadily whenever and German 
showed himself round the corner. Mr Pollard was again wounded but continued to throw 
bombs and direct operations. At that point the parapet was only some four feet high so that 
the party were exposed to rifle and machine-gun fire from the right whenever they rose to 
throw or observe. 
 
Some Germans, led by an officer attempted to rush the party from the trench on the right but 
were beaten off by bombs and rifle fire. 
 
The leading bombers of B Coy were now exhausted, they fell back but continued to pass up 
bombs, their places being taken by Pte Branch D Coy and L/Cpl Day who, although wounded, 
continued to throw until he was hit a second time when Pte Lamball, also wounded, ran up 
and was wounded again but continued fighting to the end. 
 
Lt Pollard continued throwing bombs until uable to stand, he supported himself against the 
parapet still directing operations: in this position he was killed… 
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The party continued to hold their ground until the order came to withdraw was given; they 
then retired in good order… 
 

 
 

Aerial of the Quarries area west of Hulluch today 
 

 
 

Panorama overlooking the ‘Quarries’ today 
 
 Among the casualties listed for this action, Capt Francis Mount is listed among the 
‘missing’ of A Company. It is thus practically certain that he lost his life leading his men in the 
initial movement toward the trench that had been reported being held by me of the 7th 
Norfolks as a re-inforcement party. As he is not mentioned, it is not likely he would have been 
part of A Company’s contribution to the subsequent bombing attack. 
 
 Capt Francis Mount’s body was not identified and thus he is commemorated on: 
 
LOOS MEMORIAL, France, Panel 93 to 95. 
 
SON OF THE LATE MR. W. G. MOUNT, OF WASING PLACE, ALDERMASTON, BERKS. 
HUSBAND OF GLADYS MARY MOUNT (NEE DILLWYN LLEWELYN), OF 49, ENNISMORE 
GARDENS, SOUTH KENSINGTON, LONDON. 
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LOOS MEMORIAL 
 

 
 
Location Information 
 
The Loos Memorial forms the sides and back of Dud Corner Cemetery. 
 
Loos-en-Gohelle is a village 5 kilometres north-west of Lens, and Dud Corner Cemetery is 
located about 1 kilometre west of the village, to the north-east of the D943, the main Lens to 
Bethune road.  
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Historical Information 
 
Dud Corner Cemetery stands almost on the site of a German strong point, the Lens Road 
Redoubt, captured by the 15th (Scottish) Division on the first day of the battle.  
 
The name "Dud Corner" is believed to be due to the large number of unexploded enemy 
shells found in the neighbourhood after the Armistice.  
 
The Loos Memorial commemorates over 20,000 officers and men who have no known grave, 
who fell in the area from the River Lys to the old southern boundary of the First Army, east 
and west of Grenay. On either side of the cemetery is a wall 15 feet high, to which are fixed 
tablets on which are carved the names of those commemorated. At the back are four small 
circular courts, open to the sky, in which the lines of tablets are continued, and between these 
courts are three semicircular walls or apses, two of which carry tablets, while on the centre 
apse is erected the Cross of Sacrifice. 
 
The memorial was designed by Sir Herbert Baker with sculpture by Charles Wheeler. It was 
unveiled by Sir Nevil Macready on 4 August 1930. 

 

 


