
14) 16449 Private Henry Thomas TILLIN 
 
DoW 20/10/15, Age 37 
6th Bn Royal Berkshire Regiment 
 
Awarded: 1914-15 Star 
  British War Medal 
  Victory Medal 
 
Date arrived in theatre of war: France, 3/9/1915 
 
Born Aldermaston 
Enlisted Maidenhead 
 
 The 6th Royal Berkshire was formed in Reading at the beginning of the war as part of 
Lord Kitchener’s call for volunteers. 
 

 

 

Men of a Kitchener’s battalion of the Royal Berkshire Regiment marching in 
Reading - 1914 

 
 Following training at Colchester and Salisbury Plain they left for France in Late July 
1915. Henry Tillin was not with the battalion at this stage as his records indicate he left the UK 
on 3rd September 1915. 
 
 The war diary of the 6th Royal Berkshire includes this entry, Henry Tillin’s arrival: 
 
6th September 1915: A further draft of 50 joined the Battalion here [Bray]…Unlike their sister 
battalion the 5th Royal Berkshire, the 6th would be sent, on arrival in France, further south and 
miss the Battle of Loos in September 1915. They would arrive at a place that would become 
much more famous in 1916 – the Somme. 
 
 During the summer of 1915, the British lines had extended further south to include the 
Somme area. Here the lines had been fairly static since 1914 with the Germans holding the 
high ground from a series of fortified villages. The ground here was chalk and the landscape 
of pleasant rolling hills, small villages and woodland. This was very different to the Ypres 
Salient and the coalfields of the Loos area and was considered to be an excellent place to be 
posted by comparison. 
 



 On arrival, the British commenced a large-scale improvement of the trench systems 
and a ‘livening’ up of the sector – the days of a ‘live and let live’ existence were over. 
 
 One village, astride the Albert-Bapaume Road was that of La Boisselle. This village 
was held by the Germans, however the ground leading up to the village was flatter than many 
other German-held villages in the area and thus became quite an active part of the front. The 
chalk allowed both the construction of deep dugouts for protection and deeper still, galleries 
dug under the enemy lines to be filled with explosives, that when detonated, would destroy 
the lines above leaving a crater. Following the explosion, both sides would make every 
attempt to capture the resulting crater as the elevated spoil would make an excellent 
defensive position to site machine-guns that could then sweep their deadly fire over the 
enemy trenches. It was to this area that Henry Tillin and the 6th Royal Berkshire would come 
to know very well in September and October 1915. One area is frequently mentioned in the 
war diary, that of Duhallow (Dohollou) Trench (see photograph). 
 

 

 

Aerial photograph of the ‘Glory Hole’ La Boisselle, September 1915 
 
 With mining activity, detonations and regular attacks by both sides, the ground before 
La Boisselle became very cratered and as the opposing trenches were only 50 yards apart 
(just far enough apart to prevent hand-thrown grenades), the area became known as the 
‘Glory Hole’ 
 

 

 

The area of the Glory Hole today – the land still bears the scars of fighting 100 years later 



 The war diary makes mention then when relieved and out of the line, they were 
billeted in the local town of Albert. A German shell in January 1915 has struck the tower of the 
Basilica here dislodging the golden stature of the ‘Virgin and Child’, not to fall, but to come to 
rest at 17° below the horizontal. The ‘leaning virgin’ could be seen from all over the Somme 
battlefield and became a legend…The French who held the sector believed that when the 
virgin fell, the war would end and, given much of France was occupied by the Germans, they 
propped it up so the statue would not fall until they had had a chance of driving the Germans 
back. The Germans believed that which ever side caused the virgin to fall would lose the war 
– hence they never shelled it.  
 

 

 

The Basilica at Albert 1915 – a famous landmark that would have been seen by Henry 
Tillin 

 
When the British arrived in summer 1915, they were more pragmatic and took 

advantage of the German ‘policy’ and used the surviving spire as a valuable observation post 
until forced to withdraw from the town in 1918, whereupon they shelled it down, not wishing 
the Germans to make use of it as an observation post – the war ended a few months later… 

 



 

 

The restored Albert Basilica today 
 
The war diary makes constant mention of the superiority of the German rifles 

grenades and ‘sausages’ (trench mortars) that caused a steady stream of casualties. Mention 
too is made of men being used to haul spoil from underground mine galleries, preparation for 
a massive offensive to come (1st July 1916 – Y Sap and Lochnagar mines, the latter is still 
there!) 

 

 
 
Today the ‘Glory Hole’ is the site of a modern archaeological excavation 
 



There are mentions of individual soldiers being wounded when in the line, but there is 
no mention of Henry Tillin. However, later is included: 

 
20th October (Buire – the battalion was out of the line ‘at rest’)…The death of Pte Tillin ‘B’ Coy 
– reported from 8th General Hospital… 
 
 It is known that Henry Tillin died of his wounds in the major base hospital at Rouen. 
Serious cases would normally be evacuated to the UK (a ‘Blighty’ one), lesser cases might be 
treated in France either at a Base hospital on the coast near Boulogne on at Rouen, but there 
was always a chance of infection and gangrene even with a slight wound.  
 
Henry Tillin is buried at: 
 
ST. SEVER CEMETERY, ROUEN, France, A. 13. 16. 
 
SON OF MR. AND MRS. TILLIN, OF ALDERMASTON, READING 
HUSBAND OF F. TILLIN, OF 3, FLINT COTTAGES, BATH RD., MAIDENHEAD. 
 



ST. SEVER CEMETERY, ROUEN 
 

 
 
Location Information 
 
St Sever Cemetery and St Sever Cemetery Extension are located within a large communal 
cemetery situated on the eastern edge of the southern Rouen suburbs of Le Grand Quevilly 
and Le Petit Quevilly. 
 
 
Historical Information 
 
During the First World War, Commonwealth camps and hospitals were stationed on the 
southern outskirts of Rouen. A base supply depot and the 3rd Echelon of General 
Headquarters were also established in the city. 
 
Almost all of the hospitals at Rouen remained there for practically the whole of the war. They 
included eight general, five stationary, one British Red Cross, one labour hospital, and No. 2 
Convalescent Depot. A number of the dead from these hospitals were buried in other 
cemeteries, but the great majority were taken to the city cemetery of St. Sever. In September 
1916, it was found necessary to begin an extension. 
 
St. Sever Cemetery contains 3,082 Commonwealth burials of the First World War. There is 
also 1 French burial and 1 non war service burial here. 
 
The Commonwealth plots were designed by Sir Reginald Blomfield. 

 



 


