
16) 2122 Private Albert Edward Victor CHAPMAN 
 
Kia 16/05/16 
1/4th Bn Royal Berkshire Regiment 
 
Awarded: 1914-15 Star 
  British War Medal 
  Victory Medal 
 
Date arrived in theatre of war: France, 25/6/1915 
 
Born Theale 
Enlisted Aldermaston 
Residence Reading 
 
 The 1/4th Royal Berkshire was one of the peacetime Territorial battalions of the 
regiment based in Reading. At the outbreak of war, they were mobilised to Chelmsford before 
going out to France, arriving on 31/3/1915. 
 
 It is probable that Albert Chapman was a member of this battalion at the start of the 
war, but did not go with the first draft to France but as a replacement arriving on 25/6/15. At 
this time the battalion was moving southwards to be one of the first units to arrive on the 
Somme to take over this sector from the French.  

 

 

 

1/4th Royal Berkshire – early days on the Somme 
 
 The 1/4th Royal Berkshire found themselves holding the northern part of the Somme 
sector in the village of Hebuterne. This hilltop village looked across a valley to the German-
held hill-top villages of Gommecourt to the north-east and Serre to the south-east. For a quiet 
sector held by the French, this area had seen some very bitter fighting in June 1915 and the 
village of Hebuterne has been subjected to German Artillery barrages that continued into the 
British occupancy. 
 



 

 

1/4th Royal Berkshire ‘on the Somme’ late 1915 
 
 In Spring 1916, the British were starting their preparations and build-up for the 
summer offensive that would become the Battle of the Somme starting on 1st July. Both 
Gommecourt and Serre would become first-day objectives – neither would be taken and the 
result would result in some of the heaviest casualties that day – but this was the future. 
 
 In order to disguise the area of the attack, the British stages a series of trench raids 
all along their lines. This was done to identify the German units opposite, assess their 
strength and build up a feeling of superiority over the enemy and demoralise them. However, 
the Germans were far from being dominated and each raid by the British was countered by a 
German one to achieve the same end – these ‘tit for tat’ raids continued through the Spring 
and up to the main offensive. 
 

 

 

1/4th Royal Berkshire – trenches at Hebuterne 1915/16 



 
 Trench raids varied in size from an officer and a few men intent of capturing a living 
prisoner for interrogation, to larger scale raids by a company (200 men or so). The latter raids 
were designed not only to capture prisoners for information, destroy fortifications, dugouts etc 
but to kill the enemy and take ‘booty’ (machine guns etc.). Both sides employed the same 
tactics – firstly a short and intensive artillery ‘box’ barrage, primarily to isolate the area of 
trenches being raided. The raiding party would enter, capture and kill enemy soldiers, destroy 
trench features and take ‘useful’ items. Usually the whole would be over in a short time. There 
was generally no intention of taking and holding the enemy position permanently. 
 
 In such raids, the fighting was hand-to-hand and brutal, and made use of chosen, 
skilled men well used to handling bombs, bayonets, trench clubs, knives and even their bare 
hands. A Trench raid was truly one of the most feared and hated aspects of trench warfare – 
particularly by those on the receiving end. 
 
 The month of May 1916 had been very quiet holding the lines at Hebuterne, 
interleaving this with periods of ‘rest’ behind the lines at Couin. The day of 15/5/16 had been 
an ‘ordinary’ quiet day in the line: 
 

 
 
15/5/16: Working parties as before. The Guns were active most of the day – 77mm, 10.5cm 
and 15cm, especially the latter. No registration was done. It was a very quiet night up to 
12:30am when a very heavy bombardment, followed by a raid was made… 
 
 The following account of this raid is taken from ‘The War Service of the 1/4th Royal 
Berkshire’, Cruttwell CRMF, 1923. Captain Cruttwell was the commander of ‘B’ Company on 
the receiving end of this very successful German raid, one member of his company was 
Albert Chapman: 
 



 
 

 
 
Satellite image of Hebuterne area today – many chalk lines are the remains of trenches 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 There then follows the most poignant part of this account... 
 

 
 
 The ‘Pte Chapman’ referred to here is indeed 2122 Pte Albert E.V.Chapman. 



The account continues:  
 

 

 

 
 

Site of the trench raid 16/5/1916 – Hebuterne in distance 



 

 
 



 
 
 The German Trench raid had been entirely successful, they had taken many 
prisoners for interrogation, destroyed much materiel and had demoralised the 1/4th Royal 
Berkshire. The account by Capt. Cruttwell and the War Diary makes no mention of casualties 
to the attacking party. Their War Diary continues: 
 
16/5/16: The acting G.O.C., the Brigadier and GSO1 came up about 9.00am. All the morning 
was spent in repairing the damage where possible. We were relieved by the 8th Worcesters, 
the relief beginning about 3.30pm. Parties of C and D Companies were left behind to search 
the ground and carry the dead and wounded who could not be moved by day. The battalion 
moved to Couin. Captain Aldworth remained behind to attend the funeral of 12 who were 
buried at night. 
 
 The 1/4th Royal Berkshire was not to return to front line duties for five weeks. One of 
the 12 buried that day was Albert Chapman. He is buried with his comrades at: 
 
HEBUTERNE MILITARY CEMETERY, France, I. C. 2 
 



HEBUTERNE MILITARY CEMETERY 
 

 
 
Location Information 
 
Hebuterne is a village 15 kilometres north of Albert (Somme) and 20 kilometres south-west of 
Arras.  
 
Historical Information 
 
The village gave its name to a severe action fought by the French on the 10th-13th June 
1915, in the "Second Battle of Artois". It was taken over by British troops from the French in 
the same summer, and it remained subject to shell fire during the Battles of the Somme. It 
was again the scene of fighting in March 1918, when the New Zealand Division held up the 
advancing enemy; and during the following summer it was partly in German hands. It was 
later "adopted" by the Borough of Evesham. 
 
Hebuterne Military Cemetery was begun by the 48th (South Midland) Division in August 1915, 
and used by fighting units and Field Ambulances (particularly those of the 56th (London) 
Division) until the spring of 1917; and it was reopened in 1918. The conditions of burial 
explain the irregularity of the rows. 
 
There are now over 750, 1914-18 war casualties commemorated in this site. Of these, nearly 
50 are unidentified and special memorials are erected to 17 soldiers from the United 
Kingdom, known or believed to be buried among them. The graves of two American soldiers 
have been removed from the South-West corner. 
 
The cemetery covers an area of 6,502 square metres and is enclosed by a red brick wall. 
 



 
 


