
30) 202085 Private Harvey George WINKWORTH 
(St Mary’s Aldermaston) 
 
Kia 31/07/17, Age 24 
6th Bn. Royal Berkshire Regiment 
 
Born Aldermaston 
Enlisted Reading 
Residence Hungerford 
 
Awarded: British War Medal 
  Victory Medal 
 
Date arrived in theatre of war: not known 
 
 As with a majority of soldiers who served in the second half of the Great War, it 
becomes more difficult to determine details of their early careers from surviving military 
records. Harvey Winkworth’s medal entitlement would show that he had come to France at 
some time after 1st January 1916. However, his regimental number is that of a battalion of the 
Territorial Force. Its members underwent a change in their regimental numbers in early 1917 
from four- and five-digit numbers to six-digit ones beginning with ‘2’. The fact that Harvey 
Winkworth only has a single six-digit regimental number indicates he only arrived in France 
from January/February 1917 or even later. 
 
 Following the massively successful Battle of Messines in June 1917 (see James 
Blake’s file), there came one of the most tragic ‘if onlys’ from the British perspective. 
Following their defeat at Messines, the Germans expected the British to immediately widen 
their attack to the north and break out of the Ypres Salient – they already knew they could not 
hope to prevent this and feared what this might mean. 
 
 However, Plumer’s planning for Messines in June had not been effectively linked to 
Haig’s planning for the main planed breakout from the Ypres Salient. There now followed a 
critical six-week lull, in which very little happened apart in the Ypres salient apart from Haig 
bringing up the men and materiel needed for the main attack at the end of July. This gave the 
Germans to required time to examine what little had been successful in their defence at 
Messines against such a well-planned, thorough and flexible British artillery preparation. What 
had worked very well was where there had been concrete blockhouses situated between the 
lines, these had protected the defending troops who were then able to emerge after the 
British bombardment had passed on behind them and they would slow down the British 
advance. 
 
 In those six weeks, the Germans had been busy building as many concrete 
blockhouses as possible immediately behind their front lines and further back to try and stem 
the expected British attack. Six weeks was enough, the British would now face a string of 
almost impregnable concrete forts all along their line of attack and in depth too. 
 
 The 6th Royal Berkshire would be in support to the lead battalions on the first day of 
the battle (31st July 1917) in the ‘Sanctuary Wood’ area. To this end, the battalion had spent 
the whole of the month of June 1917 and up to the eve of the attack behind the lines at 
Steenvoorde training for this attack. Just twenty days before the attack, the battalion had 
received 200 fresh new troops out from England, quite possibly including Harvey Winkworth. 
They began their march to the attack assembly trench on 28/6/17 from Steenvoorde, through 
Reninghelst, Ouderdom to Zillebeke and thence to the Assembly trenches on the evening of 
the attack 30/6/1917. For new and existing troops, this very long march with all the amount of 
equipment carried would have been very trying indeed – most would have felt relieved to get 
into their assembly trenches, for a time at least. 
 
 Haig’s planning for this ‘Third Battle of Ypres’ cannot be said to have been lacking in 
detail. The war diary of the 6th Royal Berkshire contains no less than 30 pages of detailed 



operation orders for their attack in which it was planned tanks would be used. Here was the 
basic plan: 
 

 
 



 
 
 No minor detail would be left out. For signalling: 
 

 
 
 Additional equipment to be carried: 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



Artillery support: 
 

 
 
 Contact with aeroplanes monitoring the progress of the advancing infantry: 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



And if things were to start to go wrong… 
 

 
 
 The following trench map shows the area to be attacked on the morning of 31/7/1917: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Trench Map 31/7/17 – Green, Yellow and Black lines indicted intended successive 
objectives. The 6th Royal Berkshire being involved in the area immediately around the 
figure ‘13’ 
 



 Although the war diary does contain a timed brief account of the attack made by the 
6th Royal Berkshire this day, there is also a very detailed account written shortly afterward that 
summarises the events of this tragic failed attack: 
 

 
 
 For this attack, the 6th Royal Berkshire would be in support and not part of the fist 
waves of the attack. Still they would suffer casualties – simply moving up… 
 

 
 
 Things looked to be going well… 
 

 
 
 The 6th Royal Berkshire were now making checks on the progress of troops ahead of 
them ahead of their own planned attack… 
 

 
 
 The 6th Royal Berkshire now started to make their advance to their appointed jumping 
off points at the western edge of Sanctuary Wood ready begin to move through it. Ahead of 
them, other British troops had been now spotted as they neared to the eastern edge of the 
wood and had come under enemy fire. Things would now begin to slow down… 
 



 
 
 Things were now starting to go wrong, the advance troops ahead of the 6th Royal 
Berkshire were effectively being pinned down, this would now make the 6th Royal Berkshire 
moving across open ground a very suitable target if they advanced…the tanks were also 
proving useless in clearing the way, having been bogged down in the mud… 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Trenches in Sanctuary Wood 1917 



 
 
 Ahead of the 6th Royal Berkshire things were indeed coming to a halt, just advancing 
to their expected attack positions was becoming practically impossible for them, the carefully 
worked out plan was falling apart… 
 

 
 
 It was now realised it would be impossible to follow the plan for the attack, the 6th 
Royal Berkshire would have to do what it could to try and continue the advance… 
 

 
 
 The planned supporting artillery barrage for the 6th Royal Berkshire now opened up 
as per the plan, however this would prove useless as they were now not in the right 
position…The Germans were still holding the ground between them and their planned 
jumping off positions. All the 6th Royal Berkshire could do was sit hopelessly and wait 
watching their useless barrage. As before on the Somme the previous year, too rigid a plan 
and inflexibility if things went wrong were lessons that had not been learned… 
 

 
 
 Even more frustratingly, the British contact aircraft monitoring progress of the 
advance had been driven off by enemy aircraft, there was now no way to contact the artillery 
to adjust their range to tray and change matters – they could now only fire blind in the hope 
the 6th Royal Berkshire were indeed pursuing this covering barrage to screen their advance. It 
would be about this time that the pigeons would be used to try and get vital messages back.  
 
 To add insult to injury, the German aircraft were now transmitting coordinates to their 
own artillery for suitable targets i.e. five British tanks bogged down in the mud and masses of 
British infantry being held back now as static targets… 
 



 
 
 The frustration felt by the British is palpable in this description of events. At 4pm a 
mist started to envelope the battlefield only making things worse… 
 

 
 
 The 6th Royal Berkshire had not and could not make an attack, they simply had had 
to stay where they were, still even short of their original jumping off positions. Ahead of them, 
there had been some gains by other troops, but not the breakthrough that had been 
planned… 
 

 
 
 It could be expected that after any attack, the Germans might counter-attack to 
recapture any lost ground. However, given the severity of this British bombardment and the 
expectation that there would likely be masses of British troops ready to cut down any such 
counter attacks, the Germans thought better of it to conserve their troops for the next day. 
 

 
 
 The 6th Royal Berkshire had trained for this attack for two months; they had never 
even got as far as their jumping off trenches let alone advanced to the attack. They had been 
forced to maintain exposed in their positions in force throughout the day simply taking 
casualties to enemy shell fire. 
 
 The casualties on the day for the 6th Royal Berkshire were: 
 
Officers: 3 killed, 5 wounded 
Other ranks: 35 killed, 6 died of wounds, 27 missing, 177 wounded, 1 wounded and missing. 



 Pte Harvey Winkworth was one of those men of the 6th Royal Berkshire killed during 
this failed attack… 
 
 Along the Western Front, there are few remains left of the original trenches that can 
be seen and visited today. The land encompassing ‘Sanctuary Wood’ was owned before the 
war bt the Schier family. They returned to it after the war to reclaim it. Here they left the 
trenches as they were and here they remain still. The whole is now a privately owned 
museum visited by thousands of people each year.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Preserved Trenches/shell-holes in Sanctuary Wood today 



 
 

These trenches are some of the clearest and accurate reminders of the fighting in 
these places, indeed where Harvey Winkworth was killed on this first day of ‘Third Ypres’. 
 
 Fortunately, his body was recovered and identified and he was buried in the nearby: 
 
SANCTUARY WOOD CEMETERY, Belgium, IV. N. 19. 
 
SON OF EDWARD CHARLES AND LAURA LOUISA WINKWORTH, OF ROSE COTTAGE, 
ALDERMASTON, BERKS. 
 
 



SANCTUARY WOOD CEMETERY 
 

 
 
Location Information 
 
Sanctuary Wood Cemetery is located 5 Kms east of Ieper town centre, on the Canadalaan, a 
road leading from the Meenseweg (N8), connecting Ieper to Menen.  
 
Historical Information 
 
Sanctuary Wood is one of the larger woods in the commune of Zillebeke. It was named in 
November 1914, when it was used to screen troops behind the front line. It was the scene of 
fighting in September 1915 and was the centre of the Battle of Mount Sorrel (2-13 June 1916) 
involving the 1st and 3rd Canadian Divisions. 
 
There were three Commonwealth cemeteries at Sanctuary Wood before June 1916, all made 
in May-August 1915. The first two were on the western end of the wood, the third in a clearing 
further east. All were practically obliterated in the Battle of Mount Sorrel, but traces of the 
second were found and it became the nucleus of the present Sanctuary Wood Cemetery. 
 
At the Armistice, the cemetery contained 137 graves. From 1927 to 1932, Plots II-V were 
added and the cemetery extended as far as 'Maple Avenue', when graves were brought in 
from the surrounding battlefields. They came mainly from the communes immediately 
surrounding Ypres, but a few were taken from Nieuport (on the coast) and other smaller 
cemeteries. 

 



 


