
35) G/12746 Lance Corporal Walter BROWN 
 
Kia 5/12/17 
1st Bn East Kent Regt 
formerly G/24402 9th Royal Berkshire Regiment 
 
Born Frimley 
Enlisted Newbury 
Residence Aldermaston 
 
Awarded: British War Medal 
  Victory Medal 
 
Date arrived in theatre of war: not known 
 
 
 Walter Brown was originally a member of the 9th Royal Berkshire, a sister battalion to 
the 8th and was another of Kitchener’s ‘New Army’ battalions raised from civilians at the start 
of the war. It is not known when he arrived in France, but this must have been after 1st 
January 1916. It is probable that at some stage Walter Brown was subsequently wounded 
and brought back to the UK. Now officially off the strength of the battalion, there would be no 
guarantee that should he be posted back to his old unit following his recovery. Indeed Walter 
Brown was transferred to the ‘regular’ 1st battalion of the East Kent Regiment (better known 
as the ‘Buffs’). It is not known when this transfer took place. 
 
 The Third Battle of Ypres had come to a close in mid-November 1917; there had 
been no break-through. The British had gained four miles of devastated territory at a cost of 
almost 300,000 casualties. In the field, the British army was simply exhausted; to those there, 
the final weeks of the battle seemed to have no purpose, just more lives for more mud. The 
Canadian capture of Passchendaele had marked the formal end of the attacks and although 
this village gave its name to the battle, it had never been its objective - simply just the last 
village to be captured.  
 
 Outside, the French Army had now had sufficient time to recover from their disasters 
earlier in the year, but they would no longer be the senior party in any future offensive on the 
western front. This lot would now fall to the British, her Empire troops and the slowly 
increasing numbers of US troops arriving in France. On the eastern front, things were much 
worse, despite the British continuing their attacks in Flanders in the hope the German 
pressure would be taken of the Russian Army, the increasing fragility of the troops in the field 
and the October-November revolution at home forced Russia out of the war. Germany would 
now have only one front to fight on and this would engender hopes not seen since 1914 – a 
victory might be in sight, before the US could influence the outcome of the war. 
 
 Meanwhile, despite the British failure in Flanders, another attack had already been 
planned to the south at Cambrai against the ‘impregnable Hindenburg Line’. This attack was 
not linked with any ‘break-out’ in Flanders and thus had not received much attention, from 
either the British or the Germans. Here in flat open territory, well-drained and relatively dry, 
the ‘tanks’ would be given the chance to show what they could do when used in large 
numbers.  
 
 The Battle of Cambrai began on 20/11/1917. The success was simply astonishing 
and the tanks, used in mass formation, cleanly broke through the German lines. The 
Germans not expecting such an attack could only retreat in horror. The success for the British 
was so total and widespread; there had been no plan to exploit such an unexpected success. 
In Britain, church bells were rang for the first time since the outbreak of war.  
 



 

 

Despite the conditions depicted here, the British tanks had broken through this day! 
 
 Jubilation was so great that the British left the consolidation of their unexpected gains 
too late. Scarcely before the bells had finished ringing, the Germans launched a counter-
attack catching the British also by surprise. Intense fighting took place into the first week of 
December before stalemate once again took hold. Both sides had gained some of the other’s 
territory in different areas. More importantly, all sides realised that the ‘tank’ was now coming 
of age, and if used correctly, would end the misery of trench warfare. 
 
 It was in the darkening days of December that the 1st Buffs were to be brought 
forward to try and halt the German counter-attack in the Villers Plouich area if required. 
 

 

 

Villers Plouich following the German retreat in Spring 1917 
 



 
 
Trench map of the British (Blue) and German (Red) trenches in the Villers Plouich area 
 

 
 

Key features in the actions of the 1st Buffs – December 1917 
 
1/12/17 – Gouzeaucourt – The battalion reinforced the troops who were holding the line 
round GONNELIEU and LA VAQUERIE where the Hun broke through on the previous day 
 
Killed: Major B.L.Strauss (CO), and 7 other ranks 
Died of wounds: 1 other rank 
Wounded: Capt E.H.Allen (Adj), Capt J.R.Tibbles (RAMC), 2/Lt P.R.T.Owen (Lewis Gun 
Officer), 2/Lt P.J.Fisher, 2/Lt L.F.Clark, Lt G.B.Blake, CSM P.Vincer of C Coy and 45 other 
ranks (including 1 RAMC) 
 
When Major Strauss was killed in 15 RAVINE, Capt Allen took over command of the battalion 
and 2/Lt R.M.Webster came up from GOUZEAUCOURT and took over as Acting/Adjutant…In 
the evening the Battalion were relieved and withdrew to DEAD MAN’S CORNER and Capt 
Allen went to the Dressing Station and Major Hardy of the 2nd York and Lancasters 
temporarily took over command of the battalion. 



 
The battalion remained at DEAD MAN’S CORNER for about 2 hours and then moved back to 
the main HINDENBURG system. 
 
 The 1st Buffs were now ‘troops in reserve’ ready to be brought forward at short notice 
to hopefully stop the German advance. Although not stated, they were holding the British lines 
in front of Villers Plouich. 
 
2/12/17 

Killed 1 other rank (attached 16th Infantry Brigade [pioneers?]) 
Wounded : 1 other rank 
Died of Wounds: 1 other rank 
Missing: 3 other ranks (since reduced to 1) 
 
 The 1st Buffs held for two days, nothing had happened other than ‘light casualties’. 
 
3/12/17 

Died of wounds: 1 other rank 
On the night of the 3rd, the Battalion moved up and took up a defensive flank on HIGHLAND 
RIDGE as the Hun had broken through near MARCOING in the morning. 509 Coy Royal 
Engineers and 16th Infantry Brigade Pioneer Coy attached to us. 
 
 The Germans had now captured the village of Marcoing and La Vacquerie and were 
now heading towards Villers Plouich. To counter this now direct threat, the 1st Buffs now had 
moved just north-west of Villers Plouich, here they would remain to hold the oncoming 
Germans, if they were to get this far. 
 
4/12/17 

4 OR reinforcements to Div[ision] Wing 
 

 
 

1st Buffs positions on Highland Ridge – today 
 
5/12/17 

Killed: 5 other ranks +1 absorbed 16th Trench Mortar Battery 
Wounded: 16 other ranks (Div Wing) +1 absorbed 16th Trench Mortar Battery 
Increase: Lt E.F.Hall (Div Wing). 



 The 1st Buffs continued to hold their positions on Highland Ridge continuing to take 
light casualties to enemy shell-fire. Although not named in their war diary entry for 5/12/1917, 
one of the Other ranks killed this day was Walter Brown. His body was recovered, identified 
and re-buried quite possibly after the war in the war graves concentration process some miles 
away at: 
 
FINS NEW BRITISH CEMETERY, SOREL-LE-GRAND, France, II. F. 13 
 
HUSBAND OF RHODA BROWN, OF LITTLE ST MARTIN'S, YATTENDON, NEWBURY, 
BERKS 
 



FINS NEW BRITISH CEMETERY, SOREL-LE-GRAND 
 

 
 
Location Information 
 
Fins is a village on the road between Cambrai and Peronne.  
 
Historical Information 
 
Fins and Sorel were occupied at the beginning of April 1917, in the German Retreat to the 
Hindenburg Line. They were lost on the 23 March 1918, after a stubborn defence of Sorel by 
the 6th K.O.S.B. and the staff of the South African Brigade; and they were regained in the 
following September. 
 
The first British burials at Fins were carried out in the Churchyard and the Churchyard 
Extension, and the New British Cemetery was not begun until July 1917. It was used by 
fighting units (especially the 40th, 61st (South Midland) and 9th (Scottish) Divisions) and Field 
Ambulances until March, 1918, when it comprised about 590 graves in Plots I to IV. It was 
then used by the Germans, who added 255 burials, including 26 British, in Plots IV, V, and VI. 
In September and October 1918, about 73 British soldiers were buried by the 33rd and other 
Divisions, partly in Plots I and II, but mainly in Plots V and VI. Lastly, Plots VII and VIII were 
made, and other Plots completed, by the concentration of 591 graves after Armistice from the 
surrounding battlefields and from other smaller cemeteries.  
 
There are now 1289, First World War casualties commemorated in this site. Of these 208 are 
unidentified, and special memorials are erected to nine soldiers from the United Kingdom who 
are believed to be buried among them. Another special memorial records the name of a 
soldier from the United Kingdom, buried in Fins Churchyard Extension, whose grave could not 
be found on concentration. Nine graves in Plot VIII, Row E, identified as a whole but not 
individually, are marked by headstones bearing the words: "Buried near this spot." There are 
also 276 German burials here, 89 being unidentified. 
 
This cemetery was designed by Sir Herbert Baker. 



 


