
37) 94657 Air Mechanic 3rd Class Arthur SCUTTER 
(St Mary’s Aldermaston) 
 
Died 16/03/18, Age 20 
Recruits Depot, Royal Flying Corps 
 
 Very sadly, no information could be found from the military records search for Arthur 
Scutter. His lack of awarded medals would indicate that he did not serve overseas in an 
active theatre of war. 
 

Air mechanic 3rd class was the lowest rank in the technical trades of the RFC on 2/- 

(shillings per day). This was still double that of the infantry soldier. Given his age at death, he 

probably joined the RFC late (1918) as the rank Airman 3rd Class was not an early rank. At 

such an early stage in his career, his duties would include propellor swinging, handling 

aircraft movements, fuelling and assisting senior mechanics. Such duties would not have 

precluded Arthur Scutter being trained as a future pilot. 

The circumstances of his death are not known, however being buried in Aldermaston 

churchyard would imply he had indeed been on ‘home service’. His death may have been as a 

result of an accident or quite possibly he was a victim of the ‘Spanish’ influenza pandemic 

that was just starting to become a very serious problem in the UK in Spring 1918. 

The 1918 flu pandemic (January 1918 – December 1920) was an unusually deadly 

influenza pandemic, the first of the two pandemics involving H1N1 influenza virus. It infected 

500 million people across the world, including remote Pacific islands and the Arctic, and killed 

50 to 100 million people—three to five percent of the world's population—making it one of the 

deadliest natural disasters in human history. 

Most influenza outbreaks disproportionately kill juvenile, elderly, or already weakened 

patients; in contrast the 1918 pandemic predominantly killed previously healthy young adults 

(i.e. those in the military services).  

 

Makeshift military influenza ‘hospital’ 1918 



To maintain morale, wartime censors minimized early reports of illness and mortality 

in Germany, Britain, France, and the United States; but papers were free to report the 

epidemic's effects in neutral Spain (such as the grave illness of King Alfonso XIII), creating a 

false impression of Spain as especially hard hit—thus the pandemic's nickname ‘Spanish flu’. 

Death certificates, particularly of military personnel of this period, might attempt to 

‘hide’ the scale of the number of fatalities to Spanish ‘flu in the armed services and the cause 

of death would usually be stated as ‘pneumonia’ or another similar lung disease. 

Arthur Scutter is buried in: 

 
 
ALDERMASTON (ST. MARY) CHURCHYARD, Near east side of main path. 
 
SON OF MR. J. SCUTTER, OF BAUGHURST RD., ALDERMASTON. 
 
 
 

ALDERMASTON (ST. MARY) CHURCHYARD 
 

 
 



 


