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of Domefday : the charters for the others are to be found among the records in the

Tower.

Population.

It appears by fome obfervations on the ancient population of this county, (Cl?m.. .
municated by Dr. Beke, Profeffor of Modern Hiftory at Oxford,) that, at the time
of the Norman furvey, it amounted to between 40,000 and 4 5,000 fouls; and he
fuppofes, that, in 1377, the number was nearly the fame; for, in that year, the
heads taxed were 22,723, exclufive of paupers, children, and the clergy ; but both
thefe periods, he obferves, were not many years after events of the moft deftruétive
nature ; for “ Every page of the Domefday furvey indicates the defolation caufed
by the Norman invafion ; and the peftilence in the reign of Edw. IIL. appears, on
credible evidence, to have carried off one-third of the people.” In 1700 the number
of inhabitants in this county is faid to have been about %5,000. The number of
inhabited houles in Berkfhire, in 1801, according to the returns then made to Par-
liament under the Population A&, was 20,573, of uninhabited houfes 622, and of
inhabitants 10g,215: of thefe 52,821 were males, and 56,304 females: 38,155
were chiefly employed in agriculture, and 16,921 in trades, manufaltures, or
handicraft. -

The following account of the numbers of houfes, families, and perfons, is taken
from the above-mentioned return, and arranged alphabetically : RS

- Inhabited Upinhabited

s Fonfes. Houfes., Families, Peifons.
ﬂbiugdnn 3 = - - = '!E; :;_ ;.3_}' Eﬁ
Barton 2 Townlhips 5 - - X o 1 13
Norcat of - - T4 I T4 6g
, Shippon B’ Abimgdon l = H 29 o 79 128
Aldermafton - - - - 132 o 142 652
Aldworth - - - - 5o 4 So 273
Appleton - - - - 05 . 3 89 341
ﬁLrb orfield - - - - 20 . 2 42 1-:.; i
Ardington - - - il 65 2 65 344
Afhampfted ot - 5 - 58 s o 314
.I.H.Ihhury. e - - - 122 o 142 654
Afton Tirold - - - - 6o 2 6o :
Avinpton - = = - 13 o] 13 2?:
Barkh - = = : Xi
Baatiy | ; 22 4 39 18
S T = 2 ; Azl 5 135 623
Bfﬁch-hi" T}'thlﬂg mn lhl! Pﬂﬂﬂl ) -
of Stratfield Saye " 4 25 2 35 184
i : : -~ st i
- * Stratfield Saye itfelf is in Hampfhire,

- ~ Beedon
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Bifham - - -
Blewbury = - P T
—— Afton-Upthorpe }in the Parifh of
——— Upton Blewbury
Boxford Fi- = - -
——— Weftbrook
Bradfield - ot A .
Bray ‘ . ; ;
Bright-waltham o - =
Brightwell . - : s

Erimpton - - 5 -

Buckland - - - P

———— Carfwell (in Buckland) . -

Bucklebury : : = -
Burghfield - =
Bufcot g~ -
Chaddleworth - - -
Cheveley . = - = -
Leckhampftead : : {
BB T }Tyih-mga of Cheveley
Childrey . 2 3 >
Chilton - : F -
Cholfey - - i -

Clewer = - - -

Caolefhill - . . -

Compton % - . -

Compton-Beauchamp - -
Cookham - - -

Great Coxwell - 3 - .

Cumner ¥ A -
Botley T
Bradley
Chawley
Chilfwell
~——— Hill-end
Stroud J L
Denchworth - -
Drayton - 1 -
Dudcos

int the Parith of Cumner+

L]
s
L

(in Boxford) . 4

Moulsford (in Cholfey) - .

173

o UHowtart  Famile. Pt
62 5 Ga 103
70 2 73 361
49 o 20 99
150 8 178 8cB
86 o 14 ~ 596
120 4 I20 553
37 2z 39 196
47 4 57 217
37 2 59 293
23 o 28 113

153 6 .t R
‘506 1 4 - 526 2403
78 o 8o 420
101 5 110 491
84 1 88 330
128 I 153 5?;
215 3 213 1122

— 2 346 738"

- 2 g3 409
61 1 7 ‘38¢
29 3 17 735
43 L 63 730
64 o L] 357
81 3 84 402
48 A 48 244
161 6 161 Big
32 I 3G 152
191 4 212 1007
51 o fig 261
97 z 102 468
23 Q 23 119
32§ 9 346 2230
43 + 50 Z41
63 o 9I 400
18 z 18 68
- X o I 7
13 o 13 i

I a I i

13 o 18 64
1L o I 04
33 o 44 229
9o 3 9o 454
a4 it 38 151
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Inhabited ~ Uninhabited — popies,  Perfons,
Houfles. Houfes,
Faton-Haltings - - v s 'I z; o
Enborne - 5 . it 46 + 5 ,5?5
Englefield . - = . - 62 o 119 336
Faringdon - - - e joi -5 -381 1691
Little Coxwell " 42 I 5t ‘%Eg
Like= EDL:—E;?::rth in the Parith of Fmingi]ﬁn l =l o ? ;
and Thﬂrpn} j . o G, 31' : =)
Famnborough - - - - 42 -0 ~ 43 213
Fawley e - - SR z gl 186
Finchamptead - - - = -83 I 96 463
Trilham = L - b e T 432 3 T 42 159
Fyfield = - = - = (] e 8z g1s
Ealt Garlton o - = s 111 2 128 609
Goofey - - - - 21 o 27 1
Grampound Townfhip * - - - 36 1 i S 132
Ealt Hagboura - = . “ 1o 2 T b 7
Welt Hagbourn (in the Parith of Ealt Hagbourn) 39 " P '.45'9
Ealt Hamplted . . = . . . _ Sl okl e = 190
Hampfted-Marfhall : e 566
Hamplted-Norris = < e 7 T
Welt Hanney. - - S : 3 : ;i g by
= Eﬁqgmnzr in the Parith of Welt Hanne}r{ 3z 0 § BT — ;g:
Harwell e % = : n‘: o eniednea Y Y2z
Hatford g = 3 z . o 141 691
Eaft Hendred: - . : 2 % g 19 tig
Weft Hendred T i 3 i; 3 ~ 155 683
Notth Hinkfey. - - : - g 5 63 5%
South Hinkfey - . ) = Jo IIr
Hinton - . 5 = 36 2 40 e
Hungerford p E ’ ok & S 4235
Hurley - = . 383 o i e~
Hurft}, Newland liberty = e De 1&9 “=I_‘g 7
—— Whiltley liberty " 3 ] o 63 915
-—-:——Winnerlh Tiberty ; b - 116 4 e i 258
Eaft Tifley el = = L 64 5 By 616
4, e 112 2 PR g o
:3"1!'- s F12

* The Berkfhire part of the fubyd vith rifh of
& e luburhe &f Oxford, lying within the parith of St

1- Part of the parith of Hungerforti
§5 inhabited and one uninhabited houfe,

'%‘_'xlﬂate’a in that

Weit
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: e m‘,‘ﬂ}ﬂ:‘d Families.  Porfon,
Weft Il'.ﬂc'f * - - - i 43 = O == ﬁs - Lo .;T
Iakp!n - B o ] "' 17 “ . 127 : ].s'n
iy 5B * A 332 130
Kingfton-Bagpuze - - - - 56 1 - ey =tk
Lamborn. STt - = = - 197 3 : 210 964
Upper Lamborn a 64 e 75 146
. ]‘;:12-:‘; g ¢ 0 the Porifh of Lambora J 5 2 72 337
Bockhampton 79 : 83 398
Langford B 79 1 8¢ 356
Little Faringdon (in the Pmlh of Langf-::rd} 23 I 27 13+
Letcombe-Baflet - - - 45 o 45 230
Letcombe-Regia. - - . 95 . 1 g8 He
‘E;iﬁ‘;ﬁfﬂ‘;_ in the Parifh nf'Lctcumh&Rrgis{ *jj 2 f; “:;i
Eaft Lockinge - Y = 57 2 59 - 245
L.Mwﬂgsﬂ- = : = . 79: ° 85 401
n
DETE?;‘MM} in the Parith of Longworth { 2 : :‘; :;f
Marcham - e ISy o T4t iy
Frilford o o e = 23 o 2 = i e o
g ) Hanlets of Marcham§ > 2 s s l‘;’;_
Maidenhead {]u;l.hp E’mﬂtﬂ.of Cookham and Bray*) 156 & 179 949
Milton - - 66 o 66 310
North Morcton - - - 53 2 ¥R 282
South Morcton - - - 72 3 74 330
Newbury . - - - 941 34 971 4275
Fadworth - - - 44 o 48 215
Pangbourn = - - =8 2 EjL 503
Peafemore - - - 54 o 56 266
Purley - - = - 27 1 27 153
Pufey - = - - - 15 2z 16 65
Radley = - 45 G 78 . 368
Thorpe-wick (in Radley} - = 3 o 4 25
Kennington (in Radley and Sunningwell) - 17 & ax 86
Reading (Parith of 5t. Giles) - - 651 . 10 269 3446
Whitley (in the Parifh of 5t, Giles) - 4 o. 4 28
Parifh of St. Lawrence - - 561 I3 7ol 3170
Parifh of St. Mary = - 589 9 66o 3150
Remenham - - - 1] 2 66 200
Rufcomb - - - 27 o 17 1700
Sandhuorit . = - 34 i 43 212

* The houfes and inhabitants-in Maidenhead, feem to have been included alfo in the returns of the

refpective parithes of Cookham and Dray.
Sandleford
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x Ir;::f';:i U“L':r;h: ft';l_‘d Families,  Porfons,
Swallowfield - = A 16% pt E -Eg-;
Thatcham ety = 407 7 419 Yogs
._.._Grrcen]]slm m_thal'mﬂl of - ] 13z 3 135 533
——— Midgham 3 Thatcham _ . ey 5 B i
Ticaiarli e A - 24 3 37 134
Tubney § - - 13 o 13 49
Tylehurit # - - - 254 8 262 1353
Uffington - - 76 6 100 432
Balkirg Qin tht Parifh uf = 37 o 32 = 23
———— Woolfton Uﬂingtun - 38 o 57 ==
Ufton - 83 o 6y 334
Wallingford, Parifh nf All S‘.untl - 14 o 18 85
- Clapcote, in the Parifh of All Saints - 8 ) 8 55
FParifh of 5t. Mary the More - 154 3 184 =31

Parith of 5t. Peter - - 75 1 Bo 396
Wallingford Caftle, extra-parochial - 3 o 3 14
Lauorence Waltham - - 111 7 116 572
‘White Waltham - - - 11§ 6 116 552
- Wantage - - - 473 16 403 2330
Charlton Hamlets ¢ - 40 2 56 247

Grove } of { - 93 z 95 397

——— Welt Lockinge ¥ Wantage - 14 a It 3 6o
j Bt = - 158 & 1fix 820
mﬂva - - - 222 3 276 1134
Veding 5 o - 9 o 18 102
Welford' - - : 170 4 193 366
0Old Windflor % - - 118 6 132 6o
New Windfor ¢ - 5oy 33 580 3122
Didworth, a Hamlet of Windfor - 13 o 15 2s
Windfor Caftle - - - o o o 249
Winkfeld - - - - 256 9 203 1465
‘Witham - - - 40 o 58 246
Lirtle Wittenham - - - 23 z 25 134
Long Wittenham - b - o [a] 116 451
Wokingham Town - - 28c 18 514 1380
Wokingham Parifh [cxclsfiv: of the Town} - 135 4 144 647
Weft Woodhay - a - 22 2 29 109
Woolhampton - . . 43 o 6o 322
Wotton - - - 43 o 48 236
Yattendon . ~ - 52 1 53 253

The parith of Catmere, which is omitted in the parliamentary report, contains 13 houfes and 6g
iﬂhﬂbitm‘[tg; eleven of the houfeg.l l:unta.iuing 45 i[lhﬂhilﬂ“tﬂ, are in the hamlet l.!f Lll!}"'u

* This parifh, in 1783, contained only 206 houfes and 1058 perfons.
+ Exclufive of that part of the town which lies within the parith of Clewer, and is ftated in the re-
port to contain 168 inhabited, and 3 uninhabited houfes, 226 familics, and 658 inhabitants.

Vor. L Aa Principal
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Baroriet ; the family became poffeffed of Buckland, their Berkfhire feat, by 2
marriage with the heirefs of Yate. Sir Walter James James, who was created
a Baronet in 1791, took the name of James, on inheriting the eftites of 2
family, who had confiderable property in the neighbourhood of Hungerford, and
other parts of the county, for nearly two centuries. His own paternal name
was Head, being defcended from a family of confiderable antiquity, who acquired
Langley and other eftates by purchafe from the De la Poles®. Sir W. J. James
has not of late refided at Langley. Sir Francis Englefield, when advanced to the
dignity of a Baronet in 1613, was defcribed of Wotton-Baffet, in Wiltfhire; his
anceftors had refided for many generations at Englefied, in this county, where at
a very early period they held the manor under the Barons Paganel and Somery.
The manor of Englefield was forfeited in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, but fome
property in that parifh remained, till very lately, in the family. The immediate
anceftors of Sir Henry Charles Englefield, the prefent Baronet, who is defcended
from Anthony, the fifth fon of Sir Francis above mentioned, were of White-
Knights, in Sunning, which having been fold, he has- now no refidence in the
county, but ftill retains a confiderable eftate in the parith of Sunning. Fawley, the
feat of the Moores, ir]:q_[c anceftor was created a Baronet in 1627, was fold
by Sir John Moore, in 1765, to the Vanfittarts. The prefent Baronet, Sir
Thomas Moore, refides in Hampfhire. The anceftors of Compton Reade, who
was created a Baronetin 1660, being defcribed of Barton, near Abingdon, refided
at that place as early as thereign of Henry VII. The prefent Baronet is of Hunt-
ridge in Oxfordthire. Barton Court, and other eftates in Berkfhire, are ftill in the
family, being now the property of the Dowager Lady Reade. William Stonhoufe,
whofe anceftors were fentled at Radley, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, was created
a Baronet in 1628, _Arother patent was granted to the family in 1670, under
which the prefent Sir Thomas Sionhoufe, who refides in the Eaft Indies, enjoys
the title. The Radley eftate has peffed by 2 female heir 10 Sir George Bowyer,
whole fther, the kte Admiral Bowver, being then of Radley, was created 2
Baronet in 17g4, and in 15790 fucceeded o the title of his elder Brother, Sir
Willizm Bowyer bart. of Denham-Court, in Buckinghamihire. The late Sir Charles
Knowles was of Lovel-Hill, in the pariih of Winkfeld, when creared 2 Baroner in
17635. Sir Andrew Sospe Hamond, when created 2 Baromet in 1783, was ©
Holly-Grove, in the parith of Old Windfor, bur hes fince guitted the county

]

- B - o ey = e . [~ e o F T =1
cir Hepry Martin, when oreated 2 Barcnet m 31791, was defloribed of Lodkange,

" . e
Al vlace, THAD OCCIUIMeTe
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g ¢ The late Mr. Juftice Old Windfor Lodge, 16 ( Wm. Webher efq.

Wallingford, - Blackftone, now Winkficld Park, - :__ﬁ Thos. Bingley efq,
the property of his — Place, - FE .Stanlake Batfon efq.
Tonk: Welt-Woodhay, -~ belonging ; Rnb:_:rt Orby
. oper €ig.at pre-
Wa'ltha@ Place, %c;fg;d S]r::z rfifl e unu;ﬂpifﬂ-
Wa;'nf& : : w | J. A Houblon efg. Woodley (Sunning), (Mr. | i Wheeble,
Welford, - L84 (unoccupied ). Woodfide Houfe Slha= =
Weft Court (Finch-4 o (Old Windfor), _3 M:- ct Ogilvie
amfted,) - - = | Rev. Ellis St. John . Woolhampton, = R - Lrewe,
White’s Place Woolley Park (Chad- _é’ e
(Cookham), - G. H. Leycefter,elq. dleworth), - - ev. P. : roughton.
_“Willows (Bray), = Townley Ward efg. Yattendon, - - T_I- A. Gallini efg.
0ld Windf{or
Manor houle, [ H. Itherwood efq.

Fuller, after quoting the lift of Berkfhire gentry, as returned by the commiffioners
in the twelfth year of Henry VI, adds, “ Gardeners complain that fome kinds of
flowers and fruits will not grow profperoufly, and thrive kindly, in the fuburbs of
London : this they impute to the {moke of the city offenfive thereunto. Sure [
am, that ancient gentry in this county, fown thick in former, come up thin in our
age.” ' ~

“ Of names which were in days of yore,
Few remain here of a great ftore.”

It is remarkable, that there is not one family defcended, in the male line, from
any of the gentry enumerated in the above-mentioned lift now left in the county ;.
and it is believed, that Sir H. C. Englefield is the only perfon fo defcended; who
poflefles an eftate in it. Many of the Berkfhire gentry, neverthelefs, are of ancient
families, who have been long fettled in the counties, from which they have emigrated.
The Eyftons, of Eaft Hendred, although their name does not occur in the lift, were
fettled at that place in the reign of Edw. I1L ; having, by a marriage with the heirefs
of De Arches, become pofleffed of the manor, which has defcended, in an uninter-
rupted male line, to the prefent proprietor. The Clarkes became pofleffed of
Ardington, their prefent refidence, in the reign of Henry VII. The Suuthf}]ra have

been fettled at Appleton about two centuries ; and the Seymours, at Inholmes,

about the fame time; the Loders were of Harwell, in the reign of Queen Eliza-

beth, and afterwards of Balfdon Park, in Kentbury, from whence they removed to
Hinton ; the Prices were of Farnborough, as early as the middle of the 17th cen-
tury; the family of Juftice have been fettled for feveral generitinns at Suttons
Courtney ; the Vanfittarts, for nearly a century, at Shottefbrooke.

: 3 . -Among
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Among the deferted and dilapidated manfions of the extin& gentry may be
reckoned Little Shefford, the feat of the Befils family, and afterwards of the Fetri.
places ; Ockholt, the feat of the Norris family; Shillingford, the feat of the Packers :
and Welford, the feat of the Archers. Yattendon, another feat of the Norris family:

has been pulled down, and Befils-Legh, which was the feat of the Fettiplaces, and
afterwards of the Lenthalls. _ ;

Geographical and geological Defcription of Berk/bire.

Trrs county is of a very irregular form: according to Rocque’s menfuration, it
is 207 miles in circumference : its greateft length, from Old Windfor to the County
Crofs, near Hurerford, 42 miles: its greateft breadth, from Witham, near Oxford,
to the borders of Hampfhire, fouth of Newbury, 28 miles and an half; and its
narroweft, from the Thames, by Reading, to the borders of Hampthire, in a dire&
fouth line, only feven miles, It is bounded on the north by Oxfordfhire and Buck-
inghamthire, on the eaft by Surrey, on the fouth by Hampthire, and on the welt by
Wiltfhire ; at the north-weft corner it juft touches upon Gloucefterfhire. A part
of Wiltthire, detached at a confiderable diftance from the reft of that county, lies
in the neighbourhood of Wokingham and Reading, furrounded by Berkihire, in-
cluding part of the parifhes of Wokingham, Hurft, Shinfield, and Swallowfield,
‘Two Berkfhire parithes, Langford and Shilton, lie on the north fide of the Thames,
furrounded by Oxfordfhire. '

The following valuable obfervations on the geology and agriculture of this county,
" have been obligingly communicated by Dr. Beke :— By a careful meafure of
Rocque’s Map® of Berkfhire, correlted as to longitude and latitude, by the trigono-
metrical furvey, and the aftronomical obfervations which have fettled the longitude
of Oxford, I find that Berkfhire contains about 464,500 acres. The parifhes of
Langford and Shilton are included in this calculation, which lie north of the Thames,
and are furrounded by Oxfordfhire, and the parts of Wiltfhire are omitted, which
lie in and near the precin&s of Windfor Foreft.

¢ The bafis of the following geological and agricultural divifion of Berkfhire is
Rocque’s map, of which the topographical accuracy is very highly and defervedly
elteemed. Changes have happened fince his furvey was taken, chiefly in confequence
of inclofutes ; but their effefs are accounted for in the following eftimate, which
may be depended upon as not materially erroneous.

* Rocque makes the area of Berkfhire fomewhat too large as to geographical extent; but, on the
other hand, Le confiderably undersrates the meafure of degrees, and confequently his feale of miles is 2
little too long, and his calculation in acres too low.

Bba ¢ The
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of nearly four miles. Another is that from Botley to the upper end of Cumner
meadow through Berkfhire, which will fave a diftance of more than feven miles
and a half out of eleven.

The Thames in its courle through Berkfhire, produces barbel, pike, trout, and
various other common fifh, befides carp and tench, fuppofed to be brought thither
by floods. There are numerous fithing weirs on the river, which are efteemed
very injurious to the navigation. It has been frequently propofed that an apphca-
tion fhould be made to Parliament for power to purchale them.

The river Kennet having divided this county from Wiltfhire for about two
miles, enters it at Hungerford, thence it pafles by Avington and Kentbury (to
which it gives name) and between Hampfted-Marfhal and Spene to Newbury,
near which town it is joined by the Lambourn. At Newbury it becomes naviga-
ble*, and paffes thence through a rich vale, leaving the villages and hamlets of
Thatcham, Woolhampton, Beenham, Englefield, Theale, and Tylehurft, on the
North ; and Brimpton, Waling, Aldermafton®, Padworth, Ufton and the Sul-
hamfteds on the South, till it reaches Reading, between which town and the
neighbouring village of Sunning it falls into the Thames, its courfe through this
county having been nearly 30 miles.

The Kennet produces a great variety of fith, among which are trout, pike, barbel,
perch, eels, cray-fith, chub, roach, and dace ; there are no barbel welt of Newbury ;
the trout of this river have long been celebrated for their fize and flavour ; Fuller
fpeaks of them in his Worthies. The editor of the Magna Britannia mentions the
trout of the Kennet as being of a prodigious fize, and fpeaks of one 45 inches
in length, taken at Newbury. A gentleman of that town (Mr. Toomer) had in his
pofleflion, not many years ago, three trouts which weighed 15lb. each, two of
them had been fattened in his ftew, the other was of that weight when taken out
of the river. At another time he had a trout in his ftew, which grew till it at-
tained the weight of 171b. it was given by him to the late Lord Craven, who fent
it as a prefent to her Majelty.

The river Loddon, the fubje&t of Pope’s fable of Lodona, rifes near Alderfhot
in Hamptfhire. At Blackwater it begins to be a boundary between that county
and Berkfhire, and fo continues for about eight miles, paffing between Sandhurft
and Yately. It enters Bérkfhire in the parifh of Swallowfield, and pafling by that
village and between Shinfield and Arborfield, croffes the Wokingham and Read-
ing road at Loddon bridge, the Bath road at Twyford, and falls into the Thames

* It was made navigable from Newbury to Reading by an adt of Parliament which paifcd in 17175.
' Near this village it is joined by the Aubourn.

Cca ear
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) : itis faid that there are fome traces of the latter ¢,
B pein LEW?ETTE'W?E;-:EE i;llt-ll'lser?mighhou-rhoﬂd of Wokingham, Therejs 4
g e ey ther as remarkable north of it ; and though
great bank fouth of the Kennet, and anothe Lk s e e ;
the laft, which is called the Giant’s Caufeway, certainly b 8 ord o
the lk{i:]ing-Str-ﬂﬂt, over the Thames at Streath_a;l..r, ;.f.eF both of rhim afppﬁar Bx.o me
to have been rather the boundaries of fome Britifh tribe, than parts o any' Otr?an
road : and it is by no means impoffible I1:h:a.|: ﬂll; former may be the continuation
ike, the eaftern end of which is unknown.
ef‘}?fl:ff:m;ng or keneld-Strect, whole courfe we hﬂ‘i:ﬂ before traced through Bed-
fordfhire to the borders of this county, enters .Berk{hire by a ford over the Thames
at Streatley, {till prelerving its old charaéter, with ao marks of having been paved or
raifed ; and here, as in many other places, it divides into two great hra:nches : one of
thefe, under the name of the Ridgway, continues on the f"’dgfi of the Jngh ground 'b-;
Cuckhamfley, Letcombe, and White-horfe hill, into Wiltfhire, and this T conceive -
to be the proper Ikening-Street; while the other, under the name of the Witridge,
according to Stukeley, goes by Hamplitead Hermitage, and the long lane, towards
Newbury and Street to Old Sarum®.

Dr. Beke mentions part of a Roman road from Silchefter, ~pafling in a right line almoft due eaft
through Stratfield-Mortimer, Stratfield-Say, and Stratfield-Turgin, falling into the great Weftern-road
near Blackwater ; and another on the Berkfhire hills called the Old-ftreet way, which: may be traced
from Wantage to Thatcham, from whence it was probably continued to Silchefter, H.ﬁ-_.al[o-m:n.
tions ¢ a remarkable fofs, abouta mile and a half from Silchefter on the north-weft, which begins
about a quarter of a mile to the fouth of Ufton church, and runs fraight through the whole of the
parifhes of Ufton, Padworth, and Aldermafton, excepting where intcnupted in two or three PIaccs_by
boggy vallies of very fmall extent. The common peoplecall it Grimmer’s Dike?* -

& Mr., Wife has delcribed the courfe of the Ikeneld-fireet, or, as it is called m Berk(hire, the
Ickleton-way, as proceeding from Streatley on the Thames to Blewbury, butis uncertain of its courle
from hence to Wantage ; ¢ but immediately after it has pafled Wantage, it goes, as he obferves, by
its true name IckIemn-way, all under the hills (as before, under the Chiltern through Bucks and
Oxfordfhire) between them and Childrey, Spartholt, ‘Uffingten, and the W
Woolfton and Compton on the right ‘hand; thence to Afhbury and Bifho
Abury in Wiltthire.”  We have beeri favoured with the following notice of
to Streatley by Mr. Church, furveyor of Woantage: « The Ickleton-wa
Wantage Eaftfield till it enters Charlton (a hamlet of Wantage); it
It is loft acrofs Mr. Baltard’s park in Eaft Lockinge,
brook, in Ardington parifh.
ploughed up for fome way,
and Halve-hill barns, in Faft
Hagbourne, and the hamlet
Afton-Tirrold, and Cholfey,
to Gtreatley, it forms part

hitehorfe-hill, leaving
pfton, pointing towards
its courfe from Wantage
¥ has been ploughed up acrofs:
then paffes through Weft Lockinge.

but appears again “from that park to Ginge
It pafles by White’s barn in Sparfholt-Court manor, and is afterwards

‘but appears again, ‘after croffing the Newbury-way, by Wiltfhire’s:
Hendred parith ; from thence through the parifhies of Harwell, Weft
of Upton, to the village of Blewbury, and through the parifhes of
to Moulsford on the Thames, and thence to Etreatley; from Upton
of the new turnpike road from ‘Wantage to Reading,” |

¢ Another
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“ Arother very old, and perhaps a Roman road enters the county on its north
welterly borders from Wiltfhire, under the name of the Port-way, a title common
to Roman roads in many parts of the kingdom : it paffes near Ulhngton, Wantage,
and Hendred, and feems to point for fome fpot fouth of Wallingford. If it croffed
the Thames below Wallingford, it may poflibly join the road leading from Dor.
chefter to London. Traces of a' road from this north part of Berkfhire are alfy
vifible between Wantage and Thatcham, under the name of the Old Street, from
whence it probably proceeded towards Silchefter. ;

¢ The only certain iinerary flations within the limits of Berkthire, are Sping and
Bibracte. With refpeét to the firft, the refemblance of the name, the bearing of the
different roads, the diftance and other marks, as I obferved before, well known to
antiquaries, have led all writers to agree on fixing it at or near Spene ; but there is
greater difference of opinion in determining on the fite of Bibrads. M. Whitaker,
in p. 43 of the appendix to the firlt vol, of his Hiftory of Manchefter, is ftrenuous
for Bray : but Bray muft be at lealt 25 miles from London by the neareft road ;
and the 12th iter of Richard, from which alone we obtain any notice of this ftation,
places Bibracte at the diftance only of 20; nor can I learn that any traces of a
Roman road have been difcovered either to the W. or E, of the town, or that any
coins, or bricks, or other confiderable marks of a ftation, have been dug up on the
fuppofed fite of it. We cannot therefore decide on this point till after a more ac-
curate examination : at the fame time, we muft allow that Bray has as fair a claim as
any place in its neighbourhood, (though the diftance perhaps might better fuit Old
Windfor,) to the honour of having been a Roman ftation.

I am not ignorant that a third itinerary ftation, that of Ponfes mentioned in the
7thiter of Antonine, has been fuppofed by fome antiquaries to be fituated in Berk-
fhire, and that Mr, Horfley in particular, whofe opinion is always entitled to refpeét,
inclines to place it either at Old Windfor or St. Leonard’s hill; but as what has
been advanced on this fubjet is merely conjeGural, and the arguments feem in my
opinion to be more in favour of Staines, we cannot reckon Pontes among the Berk-
fhire ftations, its fite being on the oppofite bank of the Thames, without {tronger
reafons than have yet been produced.

“1It is an odd circumftance, that while Spine and Bibrade, which are two ac.
knmv!edged Roman towns, have no certain remains to identify their fituations,
there fhould be another town in the fame county, abounding in Roman remains,
of whofe ancient name we are ignorant: this is Woallingford, which appears to have
been of great importance fo early as in the time of the Conqueror, where the form
of the ramparts, not the caftle which is of later date, is pronounced by many
judges to be Roman, and where coins of the Emperors Polthumus, Gordianus, &c.
have been often found, Thefe circumftances have led all our antiquaries to agree

Ddaz in
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was given to Pembroke College, which was founded in 1624, principally wi, :
view to this benefation; Richard Wightwick, rector of eaft Ilfley and Hamplteq.
Norris, who is efteemed the joint founder, having only endowed it with thre,
fellowfhips and four fcholarfhips. At prefent there are very few boys in the fchog)
at Abingdon, who are on the foundation. It has been many years a ﬂgu]riﬂ.ling
feminary. Thomas Godwin, the learned author of the Roman and Jewifh antiqui.
ties, was head-mafter of this fchool. Among perfons of eminence, who haye
received their education here, may be reckoned Lord Chief Juitice Holt, Dr, New.
come, the late primate of Ireland, already mentioned as a native of this town, the
late Rev. Richard Graves, author of the Spiritual Quixote and many other
works ; and, among living charaéters, the Rev. Thomas Wintle, reGor of Bright.
well, the able tranflator of the Prophet Daniel ; and William Holwell, the editor
of Dionyfius Halicarnafleus.

A perfon of the name of Bennet left a benefaction for the education of fix poor
boys, who are inftructed by the ufher of Royfe’s {chool.

ALDERMASTON, in the hundred of Theale, lies fouth of the Kennet, on the
borders of Hampihire, eight miles S. E. of Newbury, and about 12 ‘S. W. of
Reading.

The royal army, under the command of Colonel Gage, on its route from
Oxford to Bafing Houle, in 1644, halted at this village; on their return, finding the
enemy in pofleffion of the place, they went by another road®. The Earl of Effex
was with his army at Aldermafton, in the month of Oé&ober, the fame year, and
marched thence by way of Padworth and Bucklebury Heath, to Newbury®, im-
mediately before the fecond battle which was fought near that town. The Earl of
Manchefter lay at Sir Humphrey Fofter’s houfe, the 17th of Oftober, on his route
from Reading to Newbury “. : :

The manor of Aldermafton is faid to have been given to Richard Achard, by
King Henry I.¢ It certainly was in the poffeflion of one of that family and nameé,
fo early as the year 1229°, and continued to belong to his defcendants in the male
line, till about the year 1358, when it paffed by marriage to the De la Mares’ and .
from them about 1500 to the Forfters. Sir George Forfter, who was ﬂ,lﬂ,fiE of
Berkihire and Oxfordthire in 1514, married Elizabeth, the daughter and heir of
]“hI_‘ De la Mare efq_. His father, Humphrey Forfter, who ferved the -ﬂfﬁﬂﬂ--'ﬂf
theriff for the fame counties in 1472, is defcribed by Fuller as of Aldermafton

* Clarendors Hift. of the Rebellion, 8vo, 1. 520. 53 ~* Heath’s Emﬁﬂ"iﬂ

* Coates’s Hillory of Reading, p.ga. ¢ Leland b Rt fon
Edw, IIL sy wd.  *Cal. Rot. 13 Hen. 1L
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it appears more probable that he was of Harpeden, in Oxfordfhire, which was the
family feat before they became conneéted with Aldermafton, Sir Humphrey Forfter

fon of Sir George, was one of the efquires of the body to King Henry VIIL H];
dafceﬂdapt,_ﬁir Humphrey, was honoured with a vifit from Queen Elizabeth in 1601;

" in 1620 he was created a baronet. William Lord Stawell, having married

Elizabeth, only daughter of William Pert efq, fole heirefs, in right of her mother,
of Sir Humphrey Forfter bart. by whofe death the title became extin& in
1711, became poffefled of this manor, which paffed to Ralph Congreve efg. in
confequence of his marriage with Charlotte, only furviving child of Lord Stawell
above mentioned, by his wife Elizabeth. Aldermafton is now the property of
William Congreve efq. a collateral relation of Ralph Congreve above mentioned,.
who died without iffue.

Aldermafton-houfe, the feat of Mr. Congreve, was almoft wholly rebuilt by
Sir Humphrey Forfter in 1636. A large ftack of chimneys in brick-work, va-
rioufly ornamented, evidently exhibits the remains of a much more ancient
manfion. The windows of the hall, and fome other rooms, are decorated with
coats of arms in ftained glafs, reprefenting the matches of the families of Achard,
Dela Mare, and Forfter. The hall is very lofty, and is furrounded by a fpacious
gallery. The houfe having béen lately fitted up, and all the ornaments reftored
as they were in 1636, exhibits a curious fpecimen of the ftyle of decoration. then
in ufe. :

In the parifh church are feveral monuments of the Forfter family, particularly
an altar tomb of alabafter, with the figures of Sir George Forfter, who died in
1526, and his wife Elizabeth, heirefs of the De la Mares ; round the fides, under.
Gothic canopies, are [mall figures of eleven fons in armour, and eight daughters,
with the angular head-dreffes of that time. The tomb of one of the ancient family
of Achard is denoted by the arms, but the infcription is gone.

The benefice of this parifh, which lies in the deanery of Reading, has been
called a vicarage, but improperly; there is no income whatever annexed to it, and
the minifter has been appointed, ever fince the reign of Queen Eliz:abeth, :b}’ fhﬂ
lord of the manor, without] any particular form, and without f‘“d"’"}g iﬁﬂ““?““'
from the bifhop. The lord of the manor has, ever fince that ;:e.n?d, received
all the tythes, both great and finall, which were formerly appropriated to the
priory of Sherbourn, paying a fmall qﬂll'l"fm to Queen’s C”“*Efs_ m D‘:“fﬂrd"-
It is erroneoufly ftated in Bacon’s Liber Regis, that the patronage of the Vicarages
as it is there called, is vefted in that college.

s From the information of the RI;.*. Mz, Bird, the late minifter. ki
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Robert Dixon, minifter of this parith in 1706, built four alms-houfes for pook

widows.
There are three annual fairs at Aldermafton, May 6, July 7s and O&, .

‘ALpworTH, in the hundred of Compton, and deanery of Newbury, lieg i a
very retired fituation, about five miles from Mm.‘ket-l!ﬂc}r; about It miles from
Newbury, by way of Hampfted-Norris ; about nine miles from Wallingford ; apq
about 12 from Reading, by way of Streatley. The manor Df_ Aldworth, which, 4
the taking of the Norman Survey, had belonged to Theodoric the goldfmith, g
conveyed in 1276, by Thomas de Clare, to Robert de Mufgros, and confirmed to
him and his heirs the fame year, by the royal charter”. Hawife, daughter ang
heir of this Robert, brought it in marriage to the noble family of Ferrars, of
Chartley', together with the manor of Hamplted-Norris, formerly called Hamplted.
Ferrars, and other eftates in this neighbourhood. ‘There was another manor in
Aldworth, which, with that of De la Beche, in the fame parith, belonged, as early
as the reign of Edward IL. to the De la Beches. FEdmund De la Beche, Archdeacon
of Berks, who was of this family, was committed to Pomfret Caftle in 1 322, for
being concerned in the efcape of Maurice Lord Berkeley, and Lord Audley, from
Wallingford*.  Sir Nicholas De la Beche had the fuperintendance of the Black
Prince’s education, and was afterwards lieutenant of the Tower!. In 1338, he
had the king’s licence to make a caftle of his manfion, called De la Beche, in this
parith™.  In 1340, King Edward IIL having returned from France, forely incenfed
againit thofe whom he had entrufted with the care of levying money in his abfence,
for not making him timely remittances, difplaced fome of his principal minifters,
and committed feveral of the judges, and Sir Nicholas De la Beche, to the Tower®.
De la Beche was foon reftored to favour, was erﬁployed the following year in the
wars of Britany, Tummoned to Parliament as a baron in 1 342; and in 1343 was
made fenefchal of Gafcony®. He died in g 347, without iffue. Margaret, his
widow, married Sir Thomas Arderne, and refided at’another feat of the family,
Beaumys Caftle, near Reading ; from whence fhe was forcibly carried away by John
de Dalton, and his accomplices, in 1 349"+ It has been faid, that the heirefs of the
De la Beches, of Aldworth, married into the Whitlock family; but this match
ZPPLats 10 have applied to a branch of the De la Beches, which continued much
later in the male line*. The Aldworth eftates, immediately on the death of

Nicholas

* Cart. 4 Edw. I, " Dugdale. * Holinthed. ! Holinfhed and Dugdale.
m P;I.:l Iz Ed."ﬂ‘-'p III. o = Hﬂ]iﬂﬂlﬂd. o Dugdﬂlﬂ.‘ ViSia T II‘ Ijﬁ. Iﬂd
Reonet's Parachial Antiquities. p, 461, 462, 1 See Aflimole’s Colle&tiona, * Jobn

Whitlock, anceftor of Sir “James and §ir Bulftro

de Whitlock, married Apgnes, daughter ;ﬂii
gir
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furvived him only 2 few months ; being fucceeded in his title and eftates by his fon
Francis, a minor.

Thomas Yonge, the eldeft fon of Thomas Yonge, one of the juftices of the
Common Pleas in the reign of Edward IV. and anceftor of Sir George Yonge bart.
fettled at Bafilden". His defcendant, Roger Yonge efq. who died, in 1684, at
the age of g6, * having been 6o years in the commiffion of the peace,” lies
buried in Bafilden church. When the Norman Survey was taken, there were
two churches at Balilden. It is probable that one of them was at Upper-Bafilden,
about two miles from the prefent parith church. The great tithes were formerly
appropriated to the abbot and convent of Lyra, and afterwards to the college of
Shottefbrooke® ; they are now the property of Sir Francis Sykes ; he is patron alfo
of the vicarage, which is in the deanery of Wallingford. Bafilden Heath was in-
clofed by an aét of parliament paffed in 1744.

Beepon, formerly Bupown, in the hundred of Faircrofs, lies about 8 miles
from Newbury, on the road to Oxford, and 2 miles and a half from Ilfley. It
was formerly one of the feats of the Lifle family. Alice de Lifle had the
royal licence to make a park at Beedon in 1336" It afterwards pafled, by
marriage, to the Berkeleys, and was probably one of the eftates alienated from
that noble family by the Marquis of Berkeley. This manor has been in the
family of Reade for more than two centuries, and is now the property of the
dowager Lady Reade, together with the manor of Stammere, a hamlet of this
parith, and the impropriate tithes, which formérly belonged to the abbot and
convent of Abingdon. She is alfo patronefs of the vicarage, which is in the
deanery of Newbury. Beedon church was formerly a chapel to Farnborough.

BeeneAM, in the hundred and deanery of Reading, lies on the north fide of
the Bath road, about 8 miles from Newbury, and about 1o from Reading. The
manor belongs to the Rev. Sir Charles Rich bart. who purchafed it in 1793 ;
previoufly to which it had been, for a confiderable time, in the Marquis of Annan-
dale’s family. The Rev. Mr. Boftock, elder brother of Sir Charles Rich, has a
feat in this parifh, which he inherited from the Hopfons. The Rev. Thomas
Stackhoule, author of the Hiftory of the Bible and the Body of Divinity, was
vicar of Beenham, and lies buried in the parifh church, where is a tablet to his
memory with the following infcription : * Juxta reconditum eft quod nmrtalufuif
Thoma Stackhoufe, A. M. hujus ecclefize per annos 19 vicarii, qui pro Chriftiani:

* Kimber's Baronetage. o See Leland’s Itincrary, vol.v. p. 129 * Cust. 10 Edw. HIi-_ ;
e
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fide ftrenuus admodum propugnator non fine glorid miIit'iwit; qui plus feire vo.
lunt feripta fua confulant. Ex hac vita, gratd alterius vice corpore fup folutug
emigravit Ogobris Idibus A. S. 1752, JBtatis fuz 72.” There are memopi),
in the parifh church for the Hopfons and Beringtons. The great tythes, which
were appropriated to the abbey of Reading, were purchafed by Sir Charles Ricp,
of Philip Lybbe Powys elg. in 1802. Mrs. Mary Stevens, widow of the Jate
incumbent, is patronels of the vicarage.

Besins-LEecH, in the hundred of Hormer and deanery of Abingdon, lies aboyt
5 miles to the fouth-weft of Oxford on the road to Faringdon. The manor be.
longed anciently to the family of Leghs, from whom it paffed, by a female heir,
to that of Befils. On the death of William Befils efq. in 1516, the manor of
Befils-Legh devolved to Edmund Fettiplace, who married Elizabeth, his daughter
and fole heir®. William Lenthall, fpeaker of the long parliament, purchafed
Befils-Legh of the Fettiplaces, and occafionally refided there; his fon, Sir John
Lenthall, was governor of Windfor caftle under Cromwell. He died in 1681,
and lies buried at Befils-Legh, where are a few other memorials of the family, In
the manor-houfe at this place, now pulled down, was formerly the celebrated
pifture of Sir Thomas More’s family, now at the priory in Burford, the feat of
John Lenthall efg. who is lord of the manor of Befils-Legh and patron of
the rettory.

BinrFIELD, in the hundred of Cookham, and deanery of Reading, is {ituated
in Windfor foreft about three miles north-eaft of Wokingham, and nearly 11
fouth-weft of Windfor. The manor was, in 1 548, [lurrendered by Lord
Sandys to King Edward VI. and has‘evcr fince been in the crown. There
are three inferior manors in the parith, the moft extenfive of which is the pro-
perty of Claude Ruffel efq. who has a feat at Binfield. This eftate, defcribed as
the manor of Binfield, was purchafed, in 1595, of the Staffords of Bradfield, by
John Dancaftle efg. whofe defcendant of the-fame name conveyed it, in 1754, ©
William Pitt efg. uncle of the prefent William. Moreton Pite efq. by whom it was
fold, under an a&t of parliament in 1778, to Buckworth Herne efq. By fuble-
quent alienations it pafled through the hands of William Coxe efg. and Lord
Kinnaird ; of the latter it was purchafed, in 1795, by the prefent proprietor. ﬂ-
fecond manor, called- Depers, or Diaper, was fome time'ﬁgd the property ©
Mr, Webb, afterwards of Col. Hawley, and. now of Mr. Zechariah Boult. The

t *
% Thomas de Legk was lord of the manor in 1316. Sec Nomina Villarum, Harl. MSS. No. 625 5
* Efch. 7 Hen. VIIL L : : B ;
third
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verfity of Oxford, was re@or from 1691 to 1697 . The Rev. Thomas Wintle,
the prefent rector, has diftinguifhed himfelf as an Hebrailt, particularly by his able
tranflation of the prophet Daniel.
= .

BrimpToN, in the hundred of Faircrofs, lies about fix miles fouth-ealt of New.
bury. The manor belonged formerly to the Brimptons &, afterwirds to the family
of Stoke®. The, Wollafcots, a Roman Catholic family, poffeffed it for nearly
two centuries; upon the death of the laft heir male, it paffed by marriage to the
Earl of Fingal, who fold it, “about the year 1786, to the late John Crewe efg. of
Bolefworth Caftle, in Chefhire, together with the manor of Salford, in this parifh,
both now the property of his widow.

The Knights Templars are faid to have had a preceptory at Brimpton. When
the furvey of Domeflday was taken, there were two churches in this parith; one
in Roger de Lacy’s manor, the other in Robert Fitzgerald’s. Adjoining to a farm-
houfe, about half a mile from the church, are the remains of an ancient eccle-
fiaftical building. In the parith church are fome memorials of the Wollafcots,
The great tithes of this parifh, together with the patronage of the vicarage, which
is in the deanery of Newbury, have long been annexed to the manor. Hide-end
is a hamlet in this parifh.

Bucxranp, in the hundred of Ganfield, lies a little to the north of the London
road, four miles from Faringdon. The manor was, in 1227, the property of Hugh
de Bocland, either fon or grand-fon of Hugh de Bocland, the grand-Jufliciar or
chief-Juftice of England ; his grand-daughter, Matilda, brought it in marriage to
William D’Averenches, a Norman baron. They had a daughter who married
Hamon Crevequer, and left co-heirefles, one of whom (Ifolda) having married -
Nicholas de Lenham, this manor was enjoyed by their pofterity, till about the year
1376, when ‘it was recovered, after a long fuit, by Sir Thomas Befils, as being
defcended from a daughter of John I)’Averenches, fon of William and Matilda ;
whereas the Lenhams were defcended from a dauglter, who, as was before-
mentioned, married Hamon Crevequer’, The manor, thus recovered, continued in
the Befils family till 1425, or later. Thomas Chaucer, fon of the poet, was pol-
feffed of it in 1436 ; his daughter, Alice, brought it in marriage to William De Ia
Pole, Duke of Suffolk. Upon the attainder of Edmund De la Pole, Earl of
Suffolk, King Henry VIIL granted it to his favourite Sir Charles Brandon, whom he

! Biograph Brit. - ¢ Cart. Edw. I1. Efch. Edw. III, » Efch, 5 H. VL
! From the papers of the Rev. Dr. Rawbone, who has been many years making collections for this
parifh, from which he has obligingly permitted us to take notes.
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‘The verfes were written by himfelf, for fnn_‘ne other a?caﬁun, and placed here by
his widow, who thought them peculiarly applicable tr_l: his own charatter.

‘The rectory of Wargrave, which had been appm!mated to tlhe abbot and convep;
of Reading, was granted, by King Edward VL to Rl-::hﬂrd CenE : I:r:.rld Braybrooke
is the prefent impropriator, and is patron of the vicarage, which is in the deangr},
of Reading. . ,

Dr. William Derham, author of the well-known work, entitled Phyﬁcu-Thealag:,r,
was vicar of Wargrave from 1682 to 1639 %,

Hare-Hatch and Kiln-Green are in this parifh.

Mr. Aldworth, in 1692, charged the impropriate retory with the payment of
sl per annum, for the education of poor children of this parith. Mr. Robert Pigott,
in 1796, gave the interelt of 6700l. 3 per cont. Bank Annuities, for the inftrudtion
and clothing of 20 boys and 20 girls, of this parith : a part of the annual income i
appropriated, very judicioufly, by the will of the benevolent donor, to be paid in
weekly allowances to the parents, to operate as an encouragement to them to fend
their children regularly to fchool, and continue them there a proper time : the
allowances are to increale gradually, during five years, if the children fhall fo long
continue in the {chool.

WasiNe, in the hundred of Faircrofs, lies eight miles to the fouth-eaft of
Newbury. The manor, which had belonged to the college of Le Vaux, near
Salifbury, was granted, by King Henry VIIL in 1543, to Sir Humphrey Forfter, of
:&ldermaﬁ'an, in whofe family it continued till the year 1607z it is probable, that
it was then purchafed by John Blacknall efq. who died feifed of it in 162 5. The
heirefs of Mr. Blacknall married Sir Ralph Verney, anceftor of the late Earl Verney.
The manor of Wafing is now the property of William Mount efq.; his father
bf::ught ity 1n 1760, of Mr. Coope, who had purchafed it of the Verney family.
The manor houfe, a handfome modern building, is a confpicuous objeét from the
Bath rcua-:l: adjoining to it is the parifh church, a fmall ancient ftru@ure, the infide
of which has been lately modernized, and very neatly fitted u Mr’ Mount is
patron of the reory, which is in the deanery of Newbury. o ‘

WEeLrorD, in the h . 2y :
W L;-mbﬂurn :.mdred of Faircrofs, Ties about fix miles from Newbury, on

the manor, which Had bel '
of Ab; : > elonged to the abbot and convent
» delcended from John Archer, fome time one of the barons of the

* Biograph. Brit.

* Pat.
clq. ef Aldermafton, 3§ Hen, VIII.

* Papers in the pofleffion of William Congreve

exchequers




