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Storm dumps
million gallons

on Berks village
ONE MII.LION gallons of storm water ripped up

lake broke its banks last night.
in nearby Beenham, a teenager was pulled to safety

a ii iend alter falling into the swollen Liver Bourne
ll"r\ Ileaumond slipp"d (-or lhc bank near the Sr\ Bcirs oub Ue

s.,. re:.ucd bt Andre{ Sei\vnoJ. 15. trho J:\Fd rn ro.sarc nim. anr'
laken to lhe Royal Berkshire Hospital.

\rrUagers we.e evacu.
ated tuon ,\ldermaston
$hen a 60I.t ]eneth oI
h.r.k w,ll \qhirii hid
held back the lake
{at.rs burst across a
ro.d and into!a.dens

nesidenls alreadr
lighting noods after a
slorh ol harlstones the
size of eggs sa$ lhei!
homes engulied in
salers iour leet deep

Children $ran in ihc
1.kes .l floods a. the
rrllage turned i.to r rn.r
ol rushing (ater lhat crr

srlh.ur electricitt,. {as
slill cut off oii thh morn.
in! ar lirenen continued
rhei. balrle io pump awat

Sr\ trolic. fruth.n
joined th. operalion larl
nirhl. checkins homes iorcasualties Luckilr.

8. rk.h i re Pire and
Re.(!. S.nice said the
llood starled \ih.n a
m.nfr.de lake in
Ald erm as to n Cou.t.
o*ned b! Alue Crr.le plc.

.\ million sallons or
trrrtf buili up bdhind an
i,li ,rxil in Church ltoad
!n(i !hen bu.s! rhrouEh.

road surfaces, de
dozens of homes

stroyed rvalls and swept through
in Alilermaston when an ll-acfe

by

By DAVI0 wlLtlAMS ond Slm0il Mll,tlR

rming the village ilto a

Pcler Ho$es,,10. ol Th€
Street, said: _l $.s barlihg
o!l mtAarage siih mt son
and lhere we.e lines of
sprar comins oilthe rools.

'There \eere nlssive
hailstones. heat and
{eam-like 2 motrsoon
Bilh t.e-Ar arinr from
.dP r. ride rh;n itie N,ll

_I heard the sound oi
1lting bricks and then all
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oia sudden I saw lhis rush

"The trees in lhe
tard.ns belorr th. hed8es
and the qalls sere jun
'lt (Ls car(]'ine lumos

or rarmac uD ro 400lons l
slanmed the door shut,
ran to lhe windo$ and saw
a ca. that had b€en
$ashed dosn the road."

Fay V.nstoke, also ol
The Street. said her home
sas inlndated to $a$t
heisht Her !3-year.old
d a ugb ter zoe went

_uv kiichen table was

floalinE around. I opeoed
nr Lrdg€ ald itwaslull oi
water. too. I opaned a
cuDbo'd and evedthrnE
floated our

Jan and Yadin 6artle(.
or the Hinds Head Dub,
ripped dotrn curtain5 lo
bruck up doon,als and
sd\e J I30.0m re{durrnt
lhat Nas due lo oDen
rddrv
Ttie cou D l. slirl

nanased to pui uD a dozen
rillase.s lei! sithout a

Blue Circle executrves
paid lor eiqhl eracuees tosta! dr the nedr bv
Aldermanon Cou.t horel.

John Iiarrinslon ihe

omcer at Readins sard at
the ,.ene. "we aie Lryina
to keeD u! snh rhe nou ol
(he lake but rt E a mam.

'lve have tried to dam
lhe {orst allected houses

Teams ol workmen f.oD
Nesbury Disldct Council
are helpinE In an oDe.!
rion co.ordhated lroir rhc
.ivic or1l.er ar: b,!.lerr

Downpour causes havoc across region
IIASSM thunde.siorms and
fla'h floods brou.ht chaos to .h.
ThaDes Vallej ta;tnishr

IillaBes ser. talr !ub,nemd.
homes had lo be cva.uarrd
holorisis were stratrded a hd bol ts ol

ener8eDcy (rlli to 0ood€d brsc
netrt. atrd Iirhrhins hit honres.

Southern Eleclricrl! Board
sn.[ers also +irkcd rl'rouch rhr
nighl (o k€€p neoDIe supDli€d.

Ho*e\€r, a spokesmrn sa'd a
numh€. of rr.as trc.e $,lhotrt
poBer for more lhan an nour,
afi€ctitrg rouAhly I i,000 residents

Ilomes in Pangnournc, SrrearlcJ,
Cholsey, Woodcole. a€.nhJnr,
Burshfield Conmor. Thealo and
Ss.ilosfi€td s€r€ all afi€cled.

Police at PanEbolrne,as rhro$n
inlo chaos$hen Dos€. cuts cau.ed
t.lexes and teleDhoncs 10 !o
Iaysire.

Train scnices netweeD Nesbua-,

and Reading *cre hit $h(n IiEh!
nirE strucL elcctfl cil! linc5

A Fosl Om.e Hr Qro.r.d olYttc
A.i071 and iit r tec. \o oh. sas

Woolhampton C ot E School.
Buctleburl Pflm.n School rnd
Ald€rmastoD C of E S.hool h.re rll

ln th€ re of aririan th. Diclu.e
s:i Lh. \rBc

In Esscr rhousands of rail Das.
s€ns€rs found uD ro hall rhe trains
from Shoebunnes io F.h.hu.h

An lAsook€sEaD srid Lh.r. *.r.
srr i.chci of ruitr oh rh. Ml ,n
Bedfordshirc al o.e stag€.

Toda!: SunDr sDelh Nnh
holitcd thunder shosers
wind modcral€. norlh

Oul lodt: Pemarning
unselllcd wilh further
ou{breaks ol thun,lc.!
:hor!^ !p:eJdin.r c ,{
D 7rt. 3nd mi!, rnre:d

Local weath€r lor pasr 2r,

R.iniall ...... 121mm 0.5ins
Max. lemp.. ....,....29C34.2F
Min. r€rp... .............. i3C 64F

21/:1sF
Min.t.ni........... .... r6c61F

SAtE
t{ourr0t..

lighhi!8 caused bhckouls.
El.r.n h6n.s in ridl,

flooded and had to be Dumred out,
Itoads bele€€n .{ldernaslon ard

ladle, ire nill nooded and pol,c€
are ureins molorislr to aroid lhe


