THE tiny village of
Aldermaston is
counting the cost of
the devastating
floods which hit it at
the end of last week.

Millions of gallons of
water poured through
the main street after
bursting through a wall
in Church Roead. Thirty
homes were evacuapd
as the water rose to
three or four feet in
places.

Torrential rain on
Thursday evening sent
water gushing from an
ornamental lake at Blue

¢'s  Aldermaston
headquarters into  an
overflow stream.

Under normal conditions
the water would have flowed
away under Church Road and
on o the Kennet. But the
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sheer weight of the water and
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AS the massive million
pound mopping-up
operation got underway
on Friday, the dazed lo-
cals, numbed by disas-
ter, began to pick up the

ces of their shattered

Dr Cedric Brown of The
Street had a brook fowing
through his buck garden which
suddenly became a raging tor-

literally fighting against the
storm — the house was full of
neighbours pulling up furni-
ture and things and then there
was 8 sudden tidal wave.
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The scene of devastation in Church Rood where water confinued to pour threugh the breached
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Villoge postman, Walter Way, had his work cut out on Fridoy morning getting thase lotters
delivered on time.

Local youngsters Andrew Taplin {10) and Beajomin Thompson {12) managed to see the funay
side on Friday moming when they went for a splash.

ALDERMASTON village have |
been telling the frightening tale |
of haw their homes were en-
gulfed by storm waters,

For local publican Martin
Burtlett it shattered a dream.
He was due to open his new
restavrant at The Hinds Head
on Friday but saw months of
work and £106,000 washed
away in seconds.

Mr Bartlett said: ““The bar
is a write off, the carpets and
everything are saaked. Every-
thing was brand spanking new
in there. 11"s just a total write
off.

All the beers are contamin-

red. The cellar was full up. At

u it was four or five feet

deep. They have been pumping
it out all night."

Despite 2l the devastation
there was still reom for com-
munity spirit and Mr Bartlett
kept his pub open for prople
who wanted a coffee to keep ©

**A few bottles of
v went last night, that's
for sure.”

Opposite the pub two cot-
tages bore the full Brunt of the
water as it raced down the hill.
Despite valiant attempts to
stemn the flow, carpels and
furniture were ruined by 18
inches of water.

Laocal potter Michael Willey |
zaid: “It was coming in the
front door. We were mopping |
Bt up but it just got higher and |
higher. People came down and
we tnek the furniture up- |
sta |

The house was first affected |
by floed water al aboul § pm |
and Mr Willey thought they
had managed to cope with the |
problem but then the lake
g?mm banks at the top of the

1. |

“We thought we were win- |
ning then we realised we were |
nol. Eventually it just kept
getting higher and higher.'*

x1 door Andrew Woodley
was helping clear up at the |
home of his parents-in-law
where a line around the buil-
ding showed where the Nood-
water had reached.




