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BECAUSE OF A
NAIL .
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Candle Auction |
At Aldermaston|

N Agomic Research Sisteon is now
emablished in the small Berkshire
village of Aldermaston, Bui josi Friday
a custom ** which B worh preserving
as an ineresting reminder of the past
and the days when Aldermasion wis
a. peacelul, sleepy, |i#tle Berkshire
village ™ was obscrved,
Drinking rum-punch and
churchwarden . p loeal
gathered in the
iriennial Candle Auction
Church Acre,-a plot of land of over
two acres. The Church Acre at Aldrr-

smak inlg
rika

W5 u]ll:h:[n*d o :h- church'ﬁa ens of
Aldermaston  “ i compensation  [or
their joss of grounds and righis
of common a pot of land 1
Church Mead oontaining 2 acres,
I rod, 31 poles”
On Friday o horseshoe nail was in-
: in & tollow ndie, abson an
inch below the wick. by the Bishop
of Reading, the Rt, Rev, A. G. Par-
bam. The vicar of Aldermasion, the
Rev, Stanjey Young the candie and
conducted 1the bidd ch contin-
wed until the horseshoe nail dmprbrd
ont after gight minules six seconds, The
18 raditional right, and
£1. Lasi man to

durmtr the next three years at
anmual remt of 26015, The money 1
f used for chunch purpos
It s fhought that only one
such renting of coc’esiastical pr
is still in pr
in Somersat,

other

s s

t, and l'1- Jast

candle mr oul 18

l-I-uI! the i
0o 8 unigue s

THE SCENE at the Aldermaston candle auction

auction, is in the centre,

and on the right is the Bishop of Reading, the R Rev. A. G.

ACAnIing MERCURY.

PEC LS.

Iﬂ' vy

Thz Rev. & Young, who conducted the
Parham.
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CANDLE AUCTION AT ALDERMASTON

Bishop and Vi

LDERMASTON, one of Berkshire's most picturesque villages,

which was mentioned in Domesday Book, has onee again witnessed
the historic “ Candle Auction” determining the occupation ol the
Parish Acre {or the next three years.

This acre has been let by nuction
held triennially since 1815 In that
year a plot of land in Church Mead
was allotted to the churchwardens of
Aldermaston " in compensation [or
the loss of prounds and rights of
commons.” The remt paid by the
highest bidder te acquire the land
for cach period of three vears has
gone toward church mamtenance and
t!pt:rlh-l.:i ever since.

In the week-end preceding Christ-
mias the Candle Auction wus held at
the Parish Hall, Aldermaston, not
far from the Ministry of Supply’s
Atomic Weapons Research Estab-
lishment. The auction was con-
ducted by the new Vicar of St. Mary
the Virgin, the Rev. Stanley Young,
who was untll recently Warden of
Pembroke College, Cambridge, Mis-
son at Walworeth, London, S.E.
Local farmers and other tesidents
were présent in foree,

Also smoking churchwarden pipes
and sipmng the rum punch, which 15
the troditional beverage for this
gecision, were scated around the
fable the Bishop of Reading, the
Right Rev. A, G, Parham, and the
People’s Churchwarden;, Dr. .
Wynne Thomas.

The Vicar apened the bidding with
£l ond the Bishop followed with £3.
Prices mounted steadily with brisk
hidding from Mr. Percy Surrpdge
{brother of Mr. W, 8. Surridge, cap-
tuin of Surrey County Cricket Club),
whio guined the Acre in 1950 and had
an eye Lo its supply of willow for the
bats which his firm makes. This
time, however, it was not o be,

The Vicar spurred on the auction
with- a rousing recital of the aren's
other merits as a browsing meadow,

Az explained ut the outset the
auction would continug until the
horseshoe nail inserted in the tallow
candle {ell out, according to tradi-
tiona] wsage. Just alter Dr. Wynne
Thomas had bid £13 1s. the nail fell
and the acre was therefore allotied
{0 him. This was a record bid

THE CHuntH

JAMumRY

exceeding the previous highest in
1950, which amounted to £12 13s,
The same tallow. candle, which bas
already served for 30 yeurs, is likely
to do the duty when Candle Auction
comes round again in 1956,
Meanwhile church life continues
at Aldermaston snd is confronted
with partigular problems arising out
of the establishment, some three
miles from the village, of the atomic
research station and of the  new
housing estate built For its employees.
Shops and o cinema have been pro-
vided there, But there & no
permanent place of worship so far
on the estate, the growth of which
coincided with an interregnum after
the death of the [ast wvicar of St
Mary the Yirgin, Aldermaston. His
much vounger successor, Mr. Young,
has found keen co-operation in the
Christinn laity among the residents

s

The Viear of the Parfsh and the Bisho
burn down during the traditic

NMEWS PARE®R |

—

2 I§5u

~ar Bid in “Atom Village” Parish Hall

By BERNARD CAUSTON

of the estate for strengthening church
life there, He conducts Sunday ser-
vices und Sunday school are also
held in the local school in addition
to worship down the hill at Alder-
mastaon,

Christiun: life in  the * Atom
Village " does not end with Sunday
worship and house-to-house visiting.
A Nativity play, “ Three Roses,” by
Margaret Cropper. was given by a
cast of local children in the Bound-
ary Hall, so-called because it s
situated on the boundary between
Berkshire and Hampshire. In & short
address after the play the Vicar
thanked volunteer talent and alluded
briefly to the need for a repular
church in the estate where personnel
of the Atomic Weapons Research
Estahlishment are housed. He then
led the audience in prover.

Tea was provided afterwards and
a local housewife remarked to me
* 1 was glad of those prayers. We
need them here in the estate, believe
me."

p of Reading {right) watch the candle
mal auction at Aldevmasion,

efF ENMGLAND
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BERKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL.

Tel. No. Reading 308| BERKS RECORD OFFICE,
rer. . W/H. R5/105.,

YOUR REF SHIRE HALL, READING.

ALL COMMUMICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED TO “THE COUNTY ARCHIVIST.”

PETER WALNE, BA. 21lst December, 1953,

COUNTY ARCHIVIST

Dear pr.Wynn-Thomas,

I enclose on a separate sheet a number of references
+o the Church Acre which I have found in the Churchwardens’
Accounts from 1800-1882.

You will see from these that the name Church Acre
was in use well before the Enclosure Award was made,
though whether it was the same piece of land which is now
called Church Acre is not quite so clear. There is a
reference on the first page of the Accounts which says
"Church Acre is 2a.lr.%3p." which, of course, is the
same extent as it is now. Whether this note was made at
a later date or not would be extremely difficult to say.

You will see from the information which I have given
that after 1815 it has not been an invariable custom To
hold the auction every three years, for on four occasions
the lease has been for a period of seven years. This rather
upsets your calculation of how many auctions there have been.
I have not come across any direct reference, so far, ToO
the fact that the auction was a candle auction, but I do
not think that this lack of information need worry us.

I have set out the information as far as possible
in chronological order. That information which appears
below the line across the page comes from the rear of the
Account Book where it is recorded.  Wherever I have given
simply a date, a sum of money and a period of years, that
indicates that there is a larger entry stating what on
that particular date A.B., agreed to lease the land for
£x for 'y' years.

After about 1839 a detailed agreement is entered
in the Book with certain covenants which the lessee agrees
to abide by during his tenancy. During the latter peried
the receipt of the actual rent is normally mentioned on
the receipt side of the Churchwardens' Account for each year.

n""CDIl‘f.'d *




T have not given this information as I do not think it
adds anything of value to what we already did know. In
the earlier period I have included a note of rent received
‘as that either supplements what we know or is the only
actual information which we have for any particular year.

T hope that this information will be useful and the
fact that it rather tends to upset some of our preconceived
notions will not prove toc disappointing.

If I should come across anything which gives definite
proof of what or where Church Acre was before the
Enclosure Award, then I will let you know at once.

With every good wish for XImas and the New Year.

Yours sincerely,

e hotir_

St e

Dr.G.Wynn Thomas,
"“The Dene,"
ALDERMASTON,
Berks.




Refsrences to Churchidere in Aldermaston

.
Churchwardens' Accounts Vol.I. (D/P3 5/1) = 2
April 6th 1801 -~ John Thompson £7+ 0. 04 3 yré.
April 2nd 180434 -  Mr,.Burn £6.12, 6 g-yrq.
April 7th 1806 -~ John Thompson £6,11. 0. ' o
March 30th 1807 - James Burn E5, 7. Ba 1 yr.
April 18th 1808 -~ James Burn £7.10. 0. 3 yrs.

A/C Mch, 18l2-Eas.l8l3 Received £6.12.6. for Church Acre.
A/Q Mch, 1813-Eas,1814 Spent on work in Church e £3.4.5.
A/C Hch. 1814-Eas,1815 Received for Church Acre £12.0,0
A/C Eas,1815-lch.25.1816 Paid for Inclosing the Church Acre £.1. lG.B-
A/C Eas.1819-Ea=.1820 Received of Mr.Byles on a/¢c of rent i
for Church Acre £14.7.0. on
Aug.4th (1819).
March 28 (1B20) received of Do. £13 18.6
ﬂ?ﬂl‘ﬂﬂid £1,16,0.
Paid Mr.Congreve £26.19.6

April 23 1821 Received £12,12,6. one yrs.rent from
Mr.Byles and paid it to Wm.Congreve. -
April 19 1824 Vestry agreed unanimously "that an

Organ should be purchased far the
Church with the money now in hand,
ariging from the rent of the church Acre."

A/C Eas.l824-Fas,1825 Haceivad for Ghurch Acre £8.10.0.

Eas,.1826-Eas.1827 " £8.10.0.
June 4th 1827 -  Jemes Goswell £8. 0. O. Y 3 yrs.
-
1829 Received £8.10,0. for Church Acre from Mr.Byles
Received £8.10,0, for Church Acre from
Nr,.Goswell. " -
April 13th 1830 - William Hickman £7. 0. 0. :
April 8th 1833 - [Kendrick Hickman £7.10. 0. 3 ;gﬁ:?
April 27th 1836 -~ James Goswell £6.10, 0. yrs.
April 1st 1839 =~ Mr,John Wimball  £8., 5., 0.) (Details of yrs.
March 24th 184 - Jobhn Wimball £8, 7. 6.) lease given 7 yrs.
3 in both : '
April 12th 1852 - Thomas Wm. Hicks £7,17, 6. g6, T Jrs.
April 25th 1859 - Thomas Wm, Hicke £5.12 6. 7 yTs.
Dec. 3let 1859 - Thomas Linnell £6,12. 6. (took over & 3rh'
Nov., <2lst 1866 -~ Matthew Knight £8, 5, 0 from TWH) )
Nov. 19th 1869 - Joseph James Bosk b
Gatcombe £8.15, ; o
Dec. 2nd 1872 - John Wright 6. 0. o %"”"
Dec.,” 3rd 1875 - John Wright £5. 0. 0 3 g:&'
Mar., 7th 1879 - John Wright £4.10, 0 3 yrs.
Dec, 29th 18 - John Wright £4,10, 0 3';§E:
April 7th 1806 - A meeting of the 'principal inhabitantat
the rént from & piece .of land ealle the Ghurch anreagh;ulﬂ o that
invested in the hands of William Congrevs, Esg., to be appliud as >
occasion may require to the use of the Church,
Oct. 29th "1806 <~ Receipt for £6.12. 6 from J o
Apr., EQEE 1807 - Receipt for £6.14, 6 fronm J:E:g ggg%:ﬁ:
Oct, 20th lg?? = Receipt for £6.17., 6 from James Joplen.
lMay ¢p¥d 1808 - Receipt for £7.10, 0 from James Joplen
May 13th 1811 .~ Receipt for £6.12, 6 from Mr.O0dell
April 23rd 1810 -  John Wix £5.12, 6. \ i
April 19th 1813 - John Wix £8,13. O 1 R
April 1llth 1814 -  Thomas Paice £12. 0. 0 I
April 17th 1817 - William Byles €12, 2 .6 2 T
1-_11:. cath ISEE - Recelved of I_;.:Ll'.’l':'n :qu i i 8] 5 ‘?ra'

Receint 817
ipts 1817- 23 Totalles €88, ¢ .11.paid towards organ,



Both the Candle Auction and the Nativity Play were
fully reported in the local press and I was delighted to read
such good (and thoroughly well-deserved) reviews of the Play.
In view of this there doesn't seem to be any need to include
reports of this type and I offer insteac some perzcnal com=
ments on these events.

I approached the Candle Auction on 13th December with
a certain amount of apprehension, not knowing quite what to
expect - perhaps there would only be very few people in the
Hall =-- perhaps there would be long silences during which the
completely inexperienced "auctioneer"would have to try to
stimulate some bidding. As it turned out I need have had no
fears for there was gquite a large crowd and the bidding was
brisk from the moment the candle was lighted until, after
gsome tense moments when having moved without falling right
out, the nail finally clattered to the table. Altogether it
was a very enjoyable occasion and I should like to thank all
who contributed to its success,

It is a source of wonder that in its 18th year the
Hativity Play could still be such a wonderful experience.
It says much for the devotion of all these concerned in this
production that it was so. The church waes well filled on
each of the four evenings, and the many people who expressed
their deep appreciation as they went out were, I'm sure,
speaking for all those present. Having a gathering in the
Village Hall after the last performance was a splendid idea
and we are all most grateful to the Wives! Group for seeing
to the catering and making the Hall look so attractive.

¢ LY
v S / /j )5‘_ Yours sincerely,

ROSS STONE




CANDLE AUCTION

Candle auctions are of some antiquity, and depend on the

burning of a definite length of candle, bidding lasting during
the burning, the last bid before the candle goes out being
successful. Milton mentions them in his letters, and Pepys
describes the sale of three hulks under the date Sept 3rd, 1661,
in his diary :—""Where pleasant to see how backward men are at
first to bid; and yet, when the candle is going out, how they bawl

and dispute afterwards who bid the most first. And here 1
observed one man cunninger than the rest, that was sure to bid
the last man, and to carry it; and enquiring the reason, he told
me that, just as the flame goes out, the smoke descends, which is
a thing I never observed before, and by that he do know the
instant when to bid last".

[n England it is still used as a method of auctioning land
in one or two places. In Tatsworth, Somerset, a local mead,
famed for its watercress, has been auctioned there at Eastertide
for the last 123 years. During the bidding, the landlord of the
inn where the auction is held serves beer, blue cheese and
water-cress sandwiches. Anyone who chatters or leaves his seat
during the auction is fined. One inch of tallow candle is burned.
In Chedzoy, also in Somerset, the Church Acre is let by candle
auction every 21 years, Half an inch of candle is burned, and on
the last occasion, in 1946, it fetched L125 plus a nominal rent of
1/6 per annum. This is the only ecclesiastical candle auction in
England, other than Aldermaston, that at Haxey, in Lincolnshire,
having lapsed 29 years ago. Candle auctions are still in use in
parts of France for the sale of the vintage.

In Aldermaston the procedure is slightly different, in that a
pin or horse-shoe nail is inserted in a tallow candle, ‘about an




I.'t' The present auction i ippar-
B 2 record,

was an award under the Inclogyzes
fective on April 16th, 815, What
has date is not known, but presm-
ton Common, for the award states
urchwardens for the time being in
 grounds and nghts of common,”
hout one acre in extent. Apparently
% in good order at the time, and in
b “Wh?ﬂtﬁmhhm'
nclosed at a cost of [1.105.

eeting of the W‘mw
!dwdumﬂ!ﬂﬁhm
s of Wilam Congrers, (e 12¢
2 occasion may reqie 0 the ¢

Since that date, the proceeds have been devoted to the
Church Funds. The annual rent has, of course, varied, the
highest recorded being f14.7.0, paid by Mr. Byles in 1819.
After that it steadily declined, until in 1882, it was only [4.10.0.
The lowest recorded was [3.10.0, during the 1939-45 war. At
the last auction in 1953, the succesful bid was [13.1.0.

So an old custom, a relic of bygone days, is still observed in
a village whose name is associated with one of the most modern
developments of science, to remind us of the long history of one
of the small communities that make up the background of
English life.




The Reading Standard, December 14, 1066

As the Candle Burns Down...,

CHURCH ACRE
IS GOING,

GOING,

NE\"EH in living memory hagd
there been such a lurge crowd
at  Aldermaiston’s asclent candle
auction as in the Village Hall on|
Wednesday night—NEVER in all
the 48 muctions previously bed
had the final bid been so h
How slowly that haf-inch  of
mallow candic (it bas been in use
for 26 or so :u-l:nl':ll‘umd [ hrr
GWHY 08 peop against each
other for the three-vear lease of
the Chisrch Acre; how Jong hefore,
with a tiny tinkle and shouts from
everyone, the horseshoe nail or pin
fell out of the candle on (o the
plate.

The last bid before

out i3 the successful one.

It wus made by the Viear's warden,
Dr, G. Gwynne-Thomas, who had
been vising in the last tense seconds
with Mrs. Caiger-Smith,  Three
years ago Dr. Wynne-Thomas beat
the nall to win the right 10 Church
Acre—which is in fact two acres,
one rod, 33 pales, just bevond
Fisherman's itage, in Fisher-
man's Lanz

Record Price

time, he paid 451
11s.)}~the tmﬁ{thm
L3 mn
The highest |

the nail

But, this
shillings (£32
b i carried on in
lost time, £13 s
previously recorded was of £14 Ts.,

Eulu;sT;l by o Mr, Byles way back
n &
Tho Vicar (the Rev, Stanley
Young) hustled the bidding up-
wards as he interspersed his most
professional calling with plenty of
?nnd humour, He stood well back
rom the 1.ble on which the candl=
burned—and at which sat Dr. T. E.
Allibone, Lord of the Manor, and
Dr. Wynne-Thomas recording the
bidding-—because, he sald, amid
laughter, * | was nceused [ast time
af nlrdsin{ the table at the crucial
moment; | shall stand well away
o-night."
Aldermaston village njuluuﬂy
all its memories of bygone
¥s, To-day there is only one
other ecclesingtical candle auction
in England, that ot
Somerset, where the Ch
is let every 21 years,

Back to 1801

The renting by candle auction
certninly goes back to 1801 when
the successful bid was £7. Sinece
1866 it has been trienniin]l and
Wednesdays  auction  was B
parently the 49th on record.

The present Church Acre was
awarded under the Enclosures Act
of 1811 to the churchwardens in
compensation “ for  theirr  lands,
grounds und rights of common.”
What ground was auctioned previ-
ously 18 not known, The first
monies [rom I81T were
towards purchasing an org
the church, b =
proceeds  have been  devored

{unds,
punch and  churchwarden
the atmoap

Chedzoy,
tirch Acre

e —

GONE!

stuck the mail into the condle, *1
declare this open and make the
Vicar's traditional first bid of
205" said the Rev. Stanley Young.
" Two-and-a-half acres of good
English soil ..." he began,
5 Ff:rrty'-n.ia shillings."” suid the Lord
of the Manor, and off ft went
* Fifty-five,” shouied u voice from
the bhack. " Seventy-five,” said
[, Allibone,

“ Chicken Feed”

When it gt to 3055, the Vicar
interjected: “This is chicken feed
—you have your own HReld for
three vears,” Up it went a Hile
more. “ You can't get down the
lane, but see the parish council
:l.lmgltl that,” said the Vicar

ughingly.

Many Ilmutu names were to bhe
heard among the hidders, There

Lagly Penney, wife of the
atomic scientist, Lady Glin Jones,
wife of the High Court judge, and
all the 'time the price was ereeping
up and the candle was  creeping |
down,

A BBC interviewer who was
standing close by with his record-
ing apparatus was kidded 1o have
n [tn " Four-forty shillings.
Sall.  Then he watched tensely
o8 the bidding dried up for a
while. *Keep it in the parish,"
repeatedly called ihe Vicar,

Mrs. Caiger-Smith came to the
rescue with 445e—the B.BC. man
bresithed neatn, Chureh warden:
"L — Mrs Smith “490s —
church warden, * 4518 "—and ot
%’;:.H the nail, it was the siiccessful

i,




RECORD BID AT
CANDLE AUCTION

v

Ancient Ceremony At

Aldermaston

A LDER MASTON'S irnditional
- cundle suction aliracied a record
crowd 1o the v : hall on Wednesday
night, und there was o record bid for
the threc-vear lease of the Church
Acre. which Wiy N ngain the subject
of the "I owas the 4k cere-
mony o I1|.I|.f in the willi and
-.'rL'r\fl-n-. agreed 0 was the most soc-
cesstul of them all,

The auctioneer wis the Riv. Stanley
"lnung vicar of dermuasion. 11 wis
his duty 10 exeie and  sustain the
bidding for 1he l.huu.h Acre while the
tillow candle slowly burned down, It
burned so slowly. in fact; that by the
time tht pin (which symhbaolises the
LIDI-L' of the Auction) fell out, bath the

.llJLlLl.'II'ILI..r L. and some of 1h|. hi.l.‘llil."l'_'\
wire quite exhausied,

A Record Bid

The last person 1o make o bid belore
the pin dropped on o a plate beneith
ihe candle  was  Dr. Cwynmnes
Thomas, who is the vicars wirden.
Hix hid had resched no less than 451
shillings | 50 which was almost
double the illg record bid made os
fiir I'-.u.h ns

present  Church  Acre  was
iIW-del-'l'J under the Enclosures Act of
1811 1o the churchwardens in compen-
ion ** for their Jands, grounds and

s ol common.

Church Acre iy in actual fact two
ieres. one rod, 33 poles, bovond Fisher-
man’s Cottage, Fisherman's Lane,

The auction was conducted in the
authenlic atmosphicre of rum  punch
and churchwarden pipes. Dr. T, E,
Allibone, wha presided as Lord of ihe
M.m.n sluck the pin (a2  horsecshoe
naill into the half-inch of dle which

been used every auction [or 26

1 3 made the cuslomary

first As—and from there the

bidding rose while the condle burned

down until Dr. Gwynne-Thomss was
declared ihe purchaser,
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BY CANDLE
AND NAIL

Church Land Is
Auctioned

A CEREMONY daiing back io the

beginning of the 19th cenluty was
observed at the village of Aldermaston
on Saturday. It was the Aldermaston
candle auction, for a plot of land called
Church Acre (in fact the Jand is over
two acres in size) and the successful
bid of £19 1s. was made by Major-
General E, R. Benson, people’s warden
at the ish church, in a last=minute
flurry of bids that also invalved Dr. T,
E. Allibone, Lord of the Manor (also
| head of the AEL research laboratories
| ut Aldermaston Courtd, and Dr. C.
| Wynne Thomas, village physiclan and
authority on local history.

_Held in the village hall with over 50
villagers present. the ceremony (it
comes up every three years) had an
added attraction, a film unit had
in to film the entire proceedings for
the Rank " Look at Life ™ series, lor
issue in the spring,

Under the dazzling glare of siudio
:;?hlmlt. 200 times stronger than that

an average room, the Rev. Donald

Young, vicar of the parish, stood at

the red velvet covered thbe, on which
wng the tallow candle on a metal plate.

Dr. Allibone then placed a horse shoe
nail an inch down its length, the candle
was Jit and with a warning from
Mr, Young that no bids of less than
a shilling would be accepted, the auc-
tion (the 50th of which there is a
complete record) was ofl, starting with
the traditional vicar's bid of £1.

CHURCHWARDEN PIPES

. While the camerns clicked, record-
iing the scene, with churchwardens
smoking the traditional long clay
pipes, and drinking o brew of hot rum
punch (also iradit onal) the bids were
shouted out, with the vicar proving that
| his oratorical powers are not limited
io the polpit! Clearly well primed by
an auctioneer he had an endless array
ef phrases to describe the desirability
of the lot being offered!

Candle auctions date back as far as
Samuel Pepy's duy, and are in fact
menlioned m his diary, The mg‘orhcr
cochesiastical candle avetion in England
is. at Chedzoy in Somerset, where o plot
of mand, famed for jts watercress, i
auctioned every 21 years,

On previous oceasions the  Alder-
maston auction hax been broadcast by
the BB.C. but this is the first time
it has been filmed, The decision 1o
film this year's auction Tollowed a con-
versalion between the film critic of
this = newspaper and  Mr, George
Gralton-Gireen, executive producer of
the * Look at Life ™ serles, Sa i1 is
that a permanent record, in colour, of
this ceremony has been made. Villagers
will be able 1o e themselves on
cinema  screens where the  series is
screened in the spring,

' '{'hls }'fnr's. ll'i-Ll wa:;i £ Ieur l£|‘|-1llln ihe
el puction when o ure o 25 was
bid by Dr. Wynne Thnrnas.
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ALDERMASTON'S CANDLE AUCTION of ancient origin was held on Saturday and attracted the atehtion of a film
company. Here the " the Rev. Stanley Young, is seen lighting the candle to commence the auction, with his two
churchwirdens, Dr. G. Wynne-Thomas (left) and General E. R. Benson, sitting in front of him,
DEC 19 (qyy

Reading Mercury photos,




ense moment at candle auction

-
Ihe Vicar. the Rev, Ross Sione, accepts a bid during the traditional Candle Auction al Aldermaston. With him, smoking
clav churchwardens, are, from the left, Mr. Cox (Vicar's wa ). Dr. Alibone (Lord of the Manor) and ."l-"-'l_ll.'ll]‘ CGen. Benson
; i Peaple’s warden),
Pivots: Bob Liddiard
THERE was even morte sis-
pense than wsual for bidders
at  the traditional Candle |
Aupction in  Aldermaston on
Friday night

The auction. held every
three vears, always ends when
a pin inserted in the candle on |
the auctioneer’s lable falls out.
The last bid made before the
pin drops 15 the suceessful ong

On Friday night the wick
burnt down far enough to re-
leise the pin, but as it fell it
was held by the melting wax
and bidding went on [for
anaother wense minute before it
finnlly rattled on 1o the table.

The rules of the auciion sav
that hidding can continue until
the pin s completely detached
from the candle.
The auction is held 10 rent
a three-acre piece of  land
owned by St Mary's Parizsh
Churelh, Aldermaston
On  Frnday the successful
bid was eniered by o willager, !
Mr. John Dance, who-will pay
an annual rent of E50.50 [or
the land. He is likely to use
it for gramng puirposes
As usual, the pin was inser-
ted inta the candle by the
Lord of the Manor. I
Edward Allibone
One of the churchwirdens
Mr. William Cox lit the
candle, and the first bid was
made, i line with wradition
by the Vicar, the Rev. Ross
Stone. who offered 10p
Bidding rose stelichly  and
aller half-an-howur increasecil
deamalically as  the fume
flickered mowards the pin =
Afier ot lell oul. the other 3 . ]
churchwanden Majon Lien
Fdward Renson. sonufled aut 1He
Aamie




dding rockets at
candle auction

in 1971 v Church  Acre ™
wiis  knocked down 19 l;]n

B

with = reskdents 1 rhe bidding ever ghowed

T i at WS p.:l:‘k{'d £ | Sl P
LATIUN, r._l.n 1.'11.115 % and visitors ‘all anxious to  sg0s of I_!.a!:r?!nﬂ hr_: k_qul.{"l:’]_!rr Amemcan  visior O &
ermaston s candie e witness (the now piique revived things by making 1% viiaan - tor. uoder

n last waek, with | ceremony and ro sample  own alfer. by ) £20 per

irite idding shi he rum  punch that i Dr. Allibone rold the NWN G ..
Ih'!d. thhh-rj;% .]-F;L: Emi }:;:mihi:::muu 5:'1['\'1".;- that he had bought the rights On Friday I:glddinﬂ shiﬂie‘;
price of the nights €8 ; _ himsed * many times™ in the 8 10p and climbed stead
of land to more thin T1rr1f-|11-.1nnullf.'d l;‘uh!ﬂm k‘-r:; past, but * Church Acre ™' in pounds and pennies while
a5 b Ariote Ted baerved (oo by the smok st ; . i rdle Bu
bieits previgLs record. TS churchwarden pipes ¥R to go elsewhere this fime. 1h';"::~—4 Tl=n H::dwn .
Under the 1:;.imr|!1mr was A throughout the auction. ,:élh_uur.hh ‘hn.-_u has hne;.;:; = -‘;Tr:’m'iy et signbmthe
So acte feld, The grazing : Ty e o in the village Re i =4
ts of which are auctioned hT'f' "ﬂ.""]‘ “h'“ "-':,IQH'I'J'“:;E always taken a kegn [nrevest expents Emlylfh“ the nail was
py - three years i aid of - ﬁru?!: &lll 1 J::-n_l st 0 bt Aldermaston pid M8 ahout to Fakk -
(] i 18 mne . # o o - &
jupch fonds. . candie. Bidding beged 83 the Parish church. i mﬁ:: mnrﬂ;&ﬂﬂhﬂm& A
|' m i believed that the gL’ oac fit, and ended From 1946 to 3 he was o e e
! rmaston candle suction ts  ZL 0Ty Cnail fell. the head of resemrch of the Heathsr vies, of The
Wthe Mast surviving sale of s Th Jgst bid before it falls AEl company ;hmh amhm VLMTHiﬂi AIM;_T?:::“E t in
d. . e Jast bid DELGIC T e LINS. WAS bas ar ar. @ guick last bid fo
b Sipce 1815 the » Church =~ Wi0A the ',"!""'1.5 fm ll_]a;.::; e on Court, He took over Bor the mal . Gn¥S
y i Church Acre e as Lord of the Manor in 1951  completely, but jodeed

at Aldermasion has
: 4 jet  triennially by chis yoars from Sir Felix Pole. iy Ta the
' . The custom dates warohing  fair. play  lnst The candle used at the o rnhw::k‘ '“‘r e
B Ak to when the field was week was the Lord ' the suction has quite a history of  one had ever known this 9
‘given to rhe Churc}sw.mi;us Manor of .-\Id-::-uuat';m D:!_ o A, gy e
in compensation for (O Edward Allibone, who ha e L e >
loss of grounds and rights of  (ravelled from hig home at milg""‘in";] "’um!jh”ﬁbm:fg By = fujﬁ¢1;ﬁ1ﬁu:asberf':lﬂufﬁ
Common. Little Grange, Hurst, 1o be 8t opnierely. for the pail st be SEREEE

Dr. Allibone made & Te- auction |5 Wl
placement candle using, as Conepetition was particu-
tradition requires, pure tallow  Jarly keen betwean Mg, David
far the job, And to ensure  Moove, Mr. Edgar .
that thers will be no furcher  Mr, Alan Caiger-Smith, Mr.
technical hitches he has made Harry Smith, Mes. Davies and
the white tmper long snough Mr fohn Dance, who kept U
to perpetuate the auctions.  the bidding to the very end.

until the year 2030.
Auctionger fon the evening dn‘ﬁﬂdﬂfﬂl} the nall ‘had

was Aldermaston’s Vicar the A
Rev. Rosa Stone. He was A final bid of £50.50 from |
Mr. Dance, of The St'rm..h'

flanked by  churchwurdens
Maj.-Gen. E. R. Benson and Aldermaston, had heen
making sm the

Mr. Bill Cux, who shared the accemed . . .

Vicat's obvious delight s the TNew official tenant of "Church |

bidding rose higher ang Acre”

higher. A dedshted Generil Ben-
Those trying {or the graz- SO0, announced t the

ing, bid for one year. but crowded hall rthat the price

ARree

On Friday the village hall the auvction.

to pay  simitar Sums  Was. Umore than twee the
antually uotil the pext candie Previous record ” SUR  EVer
raised at the candle siction.

auction.

Aldermaston’s Viear, the Rev. Ross Stone, receiving big 8t
Aldermaston candle auction last week.
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Reading Standard, December 18, 1959

; : dle auction has taken place friennially al Aldermaston village, Churchwarden pipes, rum punch,
718 jﬂmﬁiﬂ% ?’Fiatl.;r urging en the bidding, help keep alive the memories of old E ngland,







All eyes wre on the candle as the fame creeps inexorably nearer' to the pail during Aldermaston’s historic Candle
Auction on Monday., Smoking the traditionnl chorchwarden's clay pipes are, feft to right: Major Gen. E. Benson
(Churchwarden), Dr. E. Allibone, the Rev. F. Steer-and ‘Mr. 'W, Cox (Churchwarden). f'j /
x i CANDLE was burning al
Aldermaston on Monday,
but it was nothing te do with
the festive season. '

The  event was a candle
auction, and the piece of land
up for aucticen was 4 two-acre
plot at Church Acre, Alder-
masion. The cvent has taken
place every three years since |
Napoleonic times.

A candle with o nail stick-
ing into it, 1s lit, and then the
bidding starts, The last bid to |
#o in before the nail falls ot
is the winning one,

The race againsl lime 'was
started by the Rew, Steer, who
lit the candle and opened the
blding. The st bid came
from Mr, Vietor Bumogin. of
Ihe Grange, Silchester.  His
bid was £16.20




