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ALL SET FOR ALDERMASTON CANDLE AUCTION

The candle is lit — so are the churchwarden pipes — and the
punch begins to circulate

If there were any auctioncers in Aldcrmiaston Village Hall eased considerably onee the £20 mark|
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With a mixture of specious
argument  and lyrical praise,
Aldermaston’s. vicar coaxed a | THE
record £28 bid from his receptive  vHiRsTY
audicnce at the parish’s tradi- svetioneen |
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The succesclul offer came from Penvs describes the sale of three

Aldermaston’s Lord of the Manor,
| Br. T. E. Allibone, direcior of
| the Assoclaied Electrieal Tnduys-

tries’ laboratories a1 the Court,
| Dy. Allibone was m-keen comtender
the Inst tirme the aucion was held in

1959, bul off [hat occiision swas edeed
il By Mapor Gengrdal E. B, Hénson's
last minute bid,  This time the nre
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Churchwardens’ pipes in hand, spectators a1 A ldermaston’™s candle auction walch as the horses
shoe nuil is pluced in position.

candle for each lot. The last person tc
candle burnt down was successful. It is
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duwﬂ. allow ~..L111d!n:. was to t:u: used, v':l'lt y meh of
candle T'nr cach lot. The last person to bid before the

candle burnt down was succ
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The E!lml'.: I.l?.Ld. was made by Dr.
Allitone. It was originally 18 inches
long, and will, he estimates, last until
the v Dr. Allibone minaged,
witl 1e dilficulty, to obtain a puund
of tallow in '9&2, and made (wo
candles, which should keep the

auction going until 2,160 AD,
Tallow. which was used to keep
alive the mm-rn:ul tradition, is
mentioned as the material used for
candles in I-'n duy by Pepys, It is made
of sheep's fat o 1= very soft and
ETERSY

In Aldermaston’s church records,
the candle auction aced back
to 1801, although it is heliewd to have
started long belore this in the village
and it still follows the same pattern,
SLr.Lphnn’" detailing the ceremony’s
past history do not mention the exact
!nl‘. of land originally let in this way,
ut in 1815 “there s aflotted to the
churchwardens o -\ — in com-
pensation for their lands and rights of
common, a plot of fand in Church

OvYEer [lIR. Yodrs.,

was lu"-htr than :hu. md

people. the local b

local man, tied the field with a
of £5, and had to toss for :r.

Before this year's bidding
underway, the reclor explained
procedure. A horseshoe nail was
inserted in the candle an inch from the
top, and whoever ¢ e last
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When the nail fell out, afier
for a few moments, Bill Cox
new Len: : '
the field hs Lo him,
says he has been attending 'Eh. aue l|- 1
and bidding for nearly 40 vears,
making this 13th time lucky

As Mr. Cox had no particular use
for the field, but the previous tenant
Wils anxious Lo retain il. A swilt
agreement was reached, and for the

cond time local journalist Pe

became the tenant,
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shout the bidding, the v

Lord o Manor, and wardens
smoked long clay pipes known as
“churchwardens”, and hot rum punch
was p d round to all present —
another old tradition,

Aldermaston is almost the only
place where a candle auction is still
held. Until recently, there was a
similar auction at Haxey, near Gains-
boroveh in Ling U|F‘I'L|'|Ir|.., while
Chedzor, in Sumerset, there is m!l
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8lLand bid-and it's "

& AVICAR auctioned off a

L | [
piece of chureh land last
e night.
Bul evervbody was too
" busy studving a |
tallow ean to watch him

dao it
For thoy were all bidding
for the land, and it doesn't
do. fo let your attention F
stra; especially  when L
you're & comparative new.
gomer - fto the  delicate
business of s randle
auetion.
And though the ceremony
has been held in
maston onde every re
years since Napoleonid
Umes, none of the local
people  seemed o have
developed much expert
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Ha . there wasn't much
surprise when the winner
turned out to
nowcomer
néEweamer bul an Ameri
as ‘well — Mr Victor
Bumagin, of The Grange.
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Bidding rockets at
andle auction

INFLATION i riat at
Alderma : auc-
aon st ek with
spirited  bidd pushing
the price of the

piece of land to

double its previous record.
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Candle

r:lut.l'inn. — |6t Decembas 1986

Rev. _I_?;ichurd Millll:r_ opens the bidding at the Aldermaston candle auction while (from
left) Commander Michael Porter, Mr Tony Jackson and Miss Aroha Barr take up their
' clay pipes.

Nailing the rent

ONE of England’s last remaining candle anctions drew a
record bid for the lease of two acres of fand mt
Aldermaston last week.

for the first tme in the

hismory of the auction
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Welcome to the 58th Candle Auction, begun here in 1801.
For 48 Auction.
innusl Bentsl for 3 years, "Church Acre® kmownm in olden timea
as "God's Acra™.
The field is in fact 2 acres, 1 rod and 33 polas.
10,678.25 square wvards.
or 0.8096% hectares, 'r-iI.D.l].T u:as;} 834.669 square metwes.
Miely 0.99743 9 = Wegka e
/ The field has a stream at the bottom =md cecasionally the |
field is at the bottom of the stream. l
£ v L 1_.: i . N LW 7] [ S | “Ia &

I now call upon the Lord of tha Mamor Dr. Allibm:;n. to insert
the nail in the Tallow Candls.

As Vicar and the omly unlicemsed suctioneer im the country ,
I epen mek make the openine bid of £1 or 20 shillings for
this piece of 0ld England.

Parnaells: Printars Aeading

must be Revd Richard Miller's notes from 1980
(as Revd Miller came to Aldermaston in 1980)



in Aldermaston

Custom of a candle auction/goes back at least to 1801.

First successful bid was £7.

Aldermaston's Church Acre has been let on a three year
tenure since since 1866.

I+ reached a record low of £5 in 1945 when the local
buthher and another local man tied for the field.

A coin had to be tossed to decide the winner.

Only one other place in the country has a candle
auction Chedzoy in Somerset. every 21 years, 1988
was the most recent.

Custom.

A tallow candle is used. Dr. Allibone has made

two candles, and there should be enough to last until
2100.AD

Dr. Allibone a former lLord of the manor; in a moment
call on the present Lord of the manor, Mr. Tony
Jackeon.

Church Acre God's Acre.
2 Acres, 1 rod and 33 poles.

0.9942% Hectares.
Inlicensed auctioneer.

Lord of Manor. to insert nail and light the
candle.

Open the bidding with £5 for a piece of old England.

Revd Richards Miller's notes for 1983

(Tony Jackson took over as Lord of the Manor
in 1983 from Dr T.E. Allibone)




