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ALL SET FOR

If there were any auctioneers in Aldermaston Village Hall
on Thursday evening, there must have been a speculative
gleam in their eyes after hearing the Rev. Stanley Young in
action,

With a mixture of specious |
argument and lyrical praise, |
Aldermaston’s vicar coaxed a |THe
record £28 bid from his receptive tHimsTY

audience at the parish’s tradi-
tional and triennial candle
| auction.

AUCTIONEER

The successful offer came from
i Aldermaston’s Lord of the Manor,
| Dr. T. E. Allibone, director of
I the Associated Electrical Indus-
| tries' laboratories at the Court,

Dr. Allibone was a keen contender
| the last time the auction was held in
| 1959, but on that occasion was edged

out by Major General E. R, Benson's
last minute bid. This time the pre-
vipus record, set up in 1956, was
| beaten by over £5. The £28 bid re-
lprc‘acmn the annual rent of just over
two acres of land beyond Fisherman’s

Cottage. tallow candle himself,
. NEW CANDLE Appropriately, it was he who in-
5. sericd a horse-shoe nail an :h be-
The auction cz d on a fradition |ow the candle wick, which was lit
which goes back at least to 1801. when by pr. G, Wynne Thomas. the vicar's
the successful bid was £7. It looked wurden,  The Rev. Stanley Young
at first as if there would be no tallow fo)lowed tradition by making the
candle this time, '-”"l the previous """-]' opening bid of £1.
ad come 1o an end allcr DEINE USEC » R 5 >
:1\|1'L over a century. A beeswax sub- WHEN BIDDING SLOWI “_ -
stitute seemed the only answer—un- A flurry of offers followed, and the
kil Dr. Allibone set to and made a record was soon in danger. Bidding

ALDERMASTON CANDLE AUCTION

The candle is lit — so are the churchwarden pipes — and the
punch begins to circulate

cased considerably once-the £20 mark
had been passed, and it took all Mr.
Young's cloguence and ingenuity to
inch it higher. But his persuasive
tongue took offers to £28 before the
nail fell from the candle,

Long churchwarden pipes were
smoked. and there was a ready market
for steaming glasses of rum punch,

Candle auctions—which use the
burning of a definite length of candle
as a time limit—have "been known in
this country for centuries. Milton
mentioned them in his letters, and
Penys describes the sale of three hulks
in his diary in 1661 : ** Where pleas:
to see how backward men are at first
to bid; and vet, when the candle is

1t

going out, how they bawl and dis-
pute alterwards who bid the most
first,

“And here I observed a man

12n the rest, that was sure
last man and to carry it;
and inquiring the reason, he told me
that, just as the flame goes out, the
smoke descends, which is a thing I
never ohserved before, and by that
;!a: do. know the instant when to bid
ast,

Aldermaston’s present Church Acre
has been on a three-yvear tenure since |
1866. It was an award under the In-|
closures Act of 1811, which becamz|
effective in 1815,

thought about an
Aldermaston Common w
before that,
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Churchwardens’ pipes in hand, spectators at A ldermasto
shoe nail is placed in posi

IN 1698, the method tc be used for auctioning tea was laid
down: a tallow candle was to be used, with only an inch of
candle for each lot. The last person to bid befgse the
candle burr*l down was succ \'_hxi It is many yeal )

wa

tea was auctioned in this v hrat the old \.;um'lf‘ ¢

eremony survives in Aldermaston, where it is h§¢
every three years.

In Aldermaston the candle auction Ejj:?‘lf ’
is not for the sale of tea but to de l.]liL pess
the tenancy of “Church Acre”,
acre field. The triennial auction
held with due cercmony in the vill:
hall last weck when the auctioneer wi
th ar, the Rev. Ross Stone RENIE A
Officiating with him were the L the field hs > Lo hir 1 alth
the Manor, Dr. Allibone, the vicar's says he DAs bu_Zatte > e 4
warden, Bill Cox, and the church and bidd\pe for nearly 40
warden, General E. R. Benson. makir 13th time lucky.
candle was made by Dr.
It was originally 18 inches
ill, hie estimates, last until
Dr. Allibone managed,
ith some difficulty, to obtain aj _
tallow in and made 1y , became the tenant
candles, which should keep y 1o \IF_
auction go itil 2,100 AD, ay the PR bef
Tallow. whi ‘as  use Do KEED i L'J]-“‘L:! .1‘.c.
N 3 . a4 ot coO ( 1on 5 Nno
i!""l'. ”"f] ““‘r'-l : aditlo : made in the final off
ientioned as used jcoree has two mi
candles in bis dayv b 5. 114 Bl A

J|..\._
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eld, but the previous

us to retain it,
agr umuu was reached, and
r‘mnd time local journalist

bidding, the vicar,
and wardens

pipes known as
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down: a tallow d[l(ﬂl. was lo be use d. \\11*1 0 n]" an inch «
candle for each lot. The last person to bid before tm
candle burnt down was successful. It is many years sin
tea was auctioned in this way, but the old candle -mc{ion
ceremony survives in Alder:
every three years.

In Aldermaston the candle auction
is not for the sale of tea but to decide
the tenancy of “Church Acre”, a 21
acre field. The triennial auction
held with Lluc cercinony in the villag
hall last weck when the auctioneer was
the vicar, the Rev. Ross Stone.
Officiating with him were the Lord of
the Manor, Dr. Allibone, the vicar's
warden, Bili X, and the church
\m:dcn‘ General E. R. Benson.

The candle used was made by Dr.
Allibone. It was originally 18 inches
long, and will, ke estimates, last until
the year 2,005. Dr, Allibone managed,
with son fficulty, to obtain a pound
of tallow in 1962, and made two
candles, which should keep the
auction going until 2,100 AD.

Tallow, which was used to keep
alive the historical tradition, is
mentioned as the material used for
candles in bis day by Pepys. It is made
01 'sheep’s fa d 1s very soft and

In Aldcrm'ﬂlons church records,
the candle auction can be traced back
to 1801, although it is believed to have
started long before this in the village
and it still follows the same pattern.
Scrapbooks detailing the ceremony’s
past history do not mention the exact
plot of land originally let in this way,
but in 1815 “there was allotted to the
churchwardens of A — in com-
pensation for their lands and rights of
common, a plot of land in Church
Mead." -

In 1801, annual rent decided by
the candle was £7, rising graduaily
over the years. In 1943 i i
was lower than this, and somehow two
people, the local bu and another
local man, tied for the field with a bid
of £5, and had to toss for it,

Before this year’s bidding got
underway, the re iained the
procedure. A hor oe¢ nail was
inserted in the candle an inch from the
top, and whoever cast the last bid
before it fell out would have the field
for the next three rs — the bid
being, he w: Ol
annual rent. (/

‘.\-:em tO an ,—'\mcr

maston, where it 1s held once

guir by Dr. Allibone. Several loeal

) ined in the bidding, urged on
b__ the vicar — the rent goes to the
church.

When the nail fell out, afte
for a few moments, Bill Co
new tenant, at £46. It was the first time
the field had i¢ to him, although he
says he has been attending the auction
and bidding for nearly 40 years,
making this 13th time lucky

As Mr. Cox had no particular t
for the field, but the previous u.m n

was anxious to retain it, a swifl
agreement was reached, and for the
second time local Jjournalist Penny
George, became the tenant. ac reeing
mllmt*]' to Mr. Cox’s su tion to
pay the same as before (50.50), making
up the difference as a *‘voluntar;
contribution™” as no chan can be
made in the final offical bid. Penny
George has two mares, which will be
able to continue grazing in Churcl
Acre at least until the next auction in

1980.

Throughout the bidding, the vicar,
Lord of the Manor, and wardens
emolcd long clay pipes known as
“churchwardens” . and hot rum punch
was passed round to all present —
another old tradition.

Aldermaston is almost the only
place where a candle auction is stiil
held. Until recently, there was a
similar auction at !Ia\cx near Gains-
hum----n in L;.nolnshxre, while at

, in Somerset, there is still a
Candle auction once every 21 years.
It is doubtful whether the skill at
iuduinp when to make the last bid still
as |L was obsuwd in his diary
At an auction of ships, he
nuuu.d one man, “‘cunninger Eh;ln the
rest, that was sure to bid the last man.
and carry it."” He asked him h b
and was told that “‘just as the flame
goes out, the smoke descends, which is
a thing I never obse ‘ore, and
by that men do know the instant when
to bid the last man.”

This, of course, would only occur

_erI candles then used; with
!on er li]lnw candle 1t

1ony.

JUDY LCMAX
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A VICAR auctioned off a
piece of church land last
night.

But everybody was too
busy studying a length of
tiallow candle to watch him
doit.

For they were all bidding
for the land, and it doesn't
do to let your attention
stray, especially when
you're a comparative new-
comer to the delicate
business of a candle
auction,

And though the ceremony
has been held in Alder-
maston once every three
years since Napoleonic
times, none of the local
people seemed to have
developed much expertise.

Last bid

So there wasn't much
surprise when winner
turned out to be a
newcomer — and not only a
newcomer but an Ameri
as well — Mr
Bumagin, of The G
Silchester.

Mr Bumagin won the
leasehold of the two-acre
plot at Church Acre,
Aldermaston, for the next
three years, because his was
the last bid made before an
iron horse shoe nail, placed
in the candle, dropped out
onto the tray below.

. And for the lease he paid
just £16.20, ghtly over
twice as mu as the first
recorded ¢ ssful bid of
£7, paid at an auction in
1801.

The ancient
was presided over by &
of Aldermaston,
Fr rick Steer.
was placed in a
made low candle
was then lit, and
opened the bidding at £1.

rght on the nail

] fhe bidders watch as the candle burns down.
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the flame ¢
Ji . the traditio
(Churchwarden), Dr. E.

Aldermaston on M .
but it nothing to do with
the festive season.

The event was a candle
auction, and the piece of land !
up for auction was a two-: |
plot at C h  Acre,
maston. The event

A cand
into it, is lit, and then the

biddi
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riot at

candle auc-

last  week,
bidding

Spir m d

with

pushing

the price of the rights on a

piece of land to
double its pre

more than
1S 1 LLOI’d

the h mn‘mr a

re field,
ts of which
lh.LL‘

Aldermas

2razing,

e Juuin-ncd

aid of

t'hat 1hc

3
the last survivipg sale of m.

kind.

Since 1815 the

“ Church

Acre " at Aldermaston has

been let triennially
om dates
L field was
Churchwardens
for their

method. The
back to when
given to

“in compensation

by this

loss of L.rx}undq and rights of

commao n.'

On Friday the village hall

Aldermaston’s

with re
all anxious to
5 now  unique
ceremaony . and to sample
the hot rum punch that is
traditionally served.

Tin ynoured custom was
observed too by the smoking
of clay . churchwarden pipes
througheut the auction.

To stant the sale a horse-
shoe nail was ins d one
inch below the w A
candle. Bidding began as the
candle was lit, and ended

when the nail fell.
‘Tht last bic belroro it falls

e for
years.

Watching fair play last
week was the Lord of the
Manor of Aldermaston Dr.
Edward Allibone, who had
travelled from h home at
Little Grange, Hurst, to be at
the auction.

ar, the Rev.
Aldermaston candle auction last w

own offer.
Dr. Allibor

that he h

himself

a keen inter
on and its

F I‘Jlﬁ to 1963 he S
the head of research of the
AEI company “-uLh at that
time der

as Lord of the Manot

from - Felix Pole.
The candle used

g on has quite a histo

s own.

completely.

Dr. Allibone made
placement candle i
tradition I'L‘C[Lilrt__
for the
t the
technical hitches he has m:
the white taper long
to perpetu
until the year 2030,

churchw .1. der
R. Benson and
g the

Those trying for the graz-

bid fer one ar, but

to pay o sums

mnud]l\ until the next candle
auction.

"

“hurch  Acre

down to an

itor to the

for under £20 per
annum.

On Friday bidding started
at 10p and eclimbed steadily
i s and pennies while

burned.

11ly the wax bega
sure  sign th
that the nail was

two-inch piece of
move Mrs.
of The Old
naston, put in
bid for £ 3
nail didn't
but lodzed
n the soft w
| followed . 4
one had er known this
happen before
The bidding was restarted,
for the nail must be heard to
hit the table before the
auction is won.
mpetition was particu-
keen between Mr. David
¥ '\'11' “dgar Campden,
Mr. Alan Caiger-Smith, Mr.
Harry %muh Mrs. Davies and
Mr, john Dance, who kept up
the bidding to the very end.
the mnail had

A final bid of £50.50 from
of The Street,

had been

. . making him the

1 tenant of “Church

A delighted General Ben-
SO announced to ithe
wdcd hall that the price
‘more 1h:m tw the

; ru.urd sum ever

i
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Cande Qucl’ion — 16 Decembs 1986

Rev. Richard Miller opens the bi
left) Commander Michael

clay pipes.

Nailing the rent

ONE of England’s last remaining candle auctions drew a
record bid for the lease

Aldermaston last week.
The candle auction deter-
mines the rent for a two ¢
i and at Aldermas
which was f
offered in 1801.

Since then the auction has
been held every three years.
A nail is inserted into a
special candle made from
pig's fat, and whoever holds
the bid when the nail falls
out may rent the field for the
next three vears.

Bidding was opened by
the wvi of Aldermaston,
R hard Miller, wh
described himself as the
only unlicensed auctioneer
in the country.

the gall
bid to beyc¢

of two acres of land at

for the first time in the
history of the auction.

After about ten minutes
the nail dropped and Mrs
Diana Brown’s bid of £104
secured the land.

Mrs Brq

street, Aldermaston, said

and her husband Roger,
had been look for a field
for a hor s d
get land a
are very pl
said Mrs

While t
progress,
Commander !

ding at the Aldermaston candle auction while (from
Porter, Mr Tony Jackson and Miss Aroha Barr take up their

i
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Welcome to the 58th Candle Auction, begun here in 1801.
For #e Auction.
Annual Rental for 3 years, "Church Acre®™ known in olden times
as "God's Acre™.
The field is in fact 2 acres, 1 rod and 33 poles.
10,678.25 square vards.
or 0.8096% hectares, (10.117 ares:) 834.669 square metees.

S 65.9902. 7 = Wecks e s
The field hes a stream at the bottom and occasionally the )
field is at the bottom of the stream.

C e lca s, i LAs~7 [ | Tac L § o
I now call upon the Lord of the Manor Dr. Allibone to insert
the nail in the Tallow Candle.

As Vicar and the omly unlicensed auctioneer im the country,
I epen mek make the openine bid of £1 or 20 shillings for
this piece of 0ld Bngland.

Parnells Printers Reading. Tel. 52503

must be Revd Richard Miller's notes from 1980 =
(as Revd Miller came to Aldermaston in 1980) 3
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in Aldermaston
Custom of a candle auction/goes back at least to 180l.
First successful bid was £7.

Aldermaston's Church Acre has been let on a three year
tenure since since 1866.

It reached a record low of £5 in 1945 when the local
butbher and another local man tied for the field.
A coin had to be tossed to decide the winner,

Only one other place in the country has a candle
auction Chedzoy in Somerset. every 21 years, 1988
was the most recent.

Custom.

A tallow candle is used. Dr. Allibone has made

two candles, and there should be enough to last until
2100.AD

Dr. Allibone a former Lord of the manor, in a moment
call on the present Lord of the manor, Mr. Tony
Jackson.

Church Acre God's Acre.

2 Acres, 1 rod and 33 poles.

0.99429 Hectares.

Unlicensed auctioneer.

Lord of Manor. to insert nail and light the
candle.

Open the bidding with £5 for a piece of old England.

Revd Richards Miller's notes for 1983

(Tony Jackson took over as Lord of the Manor
in 1983 from Dr T.E. Allibone)




